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AROUND 4,000 Christians from many different denominations 
cancelled their usual Sunday morning services on 11 May, and flocked 
to worship together in the hot sunshine at the heart of Oxford, for what 
has become the annual 'Love Oxford 7 event. 

In rousing wdrds, the preacher Michael Green reminded everyone 
that just yards from where he spoke, the former Bishops Latimer and 
Ridley had been burnt at the stake for the faith. 

For the first time at Love Oxford, full immersion adult baptisms 
were part of the service. The Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd John 
Pritchard, was involved in the service and the baptisms and said 
afterwards: 'It was a splendid, upbeat event , and a tremendously 
moving experience to pay witness with the four baptisms on such an 
historic spot for the Church/ 



Don’t go 

AS rising living costs and the current 
credit crunch bring the issue of 
personal debt into sharp focus for 
millions, people throughout our 
diocese are working hard to support 
those worst affected. 

Speaking in the House of Lords, 
the Archbishop of Canterbury 
recently highlighted the potentially 
devastating impact on family life 
caused by debt, and called on the 
Government for measures to help 
those on low incomes avoid ‘entering 
into cycles of unsustainable debt’. 
Recent figures showed that 18 per 
cent of adults in Britain have 
£10,000 or more of unsecured debt. 

The Archbishop called for better, 
financial education in our schools, 
something Diocesan Director of 
Education, Leslie Stephen supports. 
‘We recognise the importance of 
equipping young people to manage 
their finances responsibly as adults 
and we’re looking at how best to get 
the message across.’ 

For those in difficulties now, 
Oxford Diocese family charity PACT 
(Parents and Children Together), 
offers budgeting and household 
management support at its drop-ins 
and Children’s Centres, and 
currently sees around 160 families a 
week for intensive support, and 
similar numbers in a group setting. 

Barry Wildsmith, PACT’S Housing 
and Community Director, says: ‘Any 
family can be vulnerable at any time, 
and the byproducts of financial 
difficulties are, at the very least, 



it alone with debt 



tension and conflict in the household 
and, at worst, family breakdown, 
social isolation or homelessness.’ 

At the Reading Drop-in Centre, 
manager Mabel Boyd also welcomed 
the Archbishop’s speech, saying: ‘It is 
so important for high profile people 
like him to speak out for those who 
do not have a voice, and make 
people aware of the desperate misery 
that uncontrolled debt can bring.’ 
The Drop-in, opened 17 years ago 

'The byproducts of financial 
difficulties are, at the very 
least, tension and conflict in 
the household, and at worst, 
family breakdown/ PACT 



by Churches Together in Reading, 
plays host to between 50 and 70 
people in need each day. As well as 
food, showers, clothing, and a 
chance to learn useful skills, the 
centre has a dedicated outreach 
worker who helps with financial 
matters. 

In Oxford, Church Community 
Worker for the ecumenical Holy 
Family Church in Blackbird Leys, 
Jim Hewitt, was responsible for 
setting up a Credit Union - hailed by 
the Archbishop as a good alternative 
to ‘doorstep lending’ - on the estate 
in 1989. 

Jim says: ‘Credit Unions are open 
to anyone in the local area and offer 
savings plans, as well as low cost 



loans, and other facilities. Our 
numbers have grown over the years 
as people have realised that we really 
do have their best interests at heart.’ 

Many of the five Credit Unions in 
the diocese have forged links with 
other local organisations to offer 
members expert financial advice. 

In our rural farming communities, 
besieged in recent years with 
problems from flooding and Foot 
and Mouth, to the current threat of 
Bluetongue virus, debt is again a very 
real problem for some. Just over 40 
per cent of calls to the Helpline of 
the Farming Crisis Network are 
about money-related issues including 
debt, and the Christian organisation 
has specialist advisors to talk 
through financial problems. 

One farmer said the helpline 
support gave him renewed hope: ‘I 
no longer felt alone.’ 

Nationally, the Church of 
England’s online household budget 
planner, offering ‘sane and safe 
advice’ has been consistently popular 
since it launched in January as part 
of the ‘A Matter of Life or Debt’ 
campaign. 

Voluntary debt counsellor, Edward 
Weiss, in Buckinghamshire, offers 
important advice to anyone sinking 
under the weight of debt - ‘Don’t be 
afraid to seek advice. You are not 
alone’. 

Details for the organisations in 
this article can be found on page 7. 
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In brief 



Wanted: teenagers 
with lots to say 




Archbishop John Sentamu will attend the talk 



ON 14 July in Leicester there is an event 
called the ‘Lambeth Talk’, which will bring 
together Bishops and young people from 
around the world for discussion. 

The day will be about exploring life, faith 
and power from the perspective of young 
people, and establishing what they feel are 
the priorities for the Bishops to be discussing 
at the Lambeth Conference. And you could 
be part of this if you are aged between 16 
and 19 years old. 

Bishop John and Diocesan Youth Adviser, 
Ian Macdonald, will be taking a party of six 
young people to join in this forum. There will 
be young people there from other UK 
dioceses as well as from all of the continents 
that are sending Bishops to the Lambeth 
Conference. Archbishop Sentamu will also 
take part in the day. 

If you would like to take part (or know 
someone who might) contact Ian on 01865 
208253 or email 

youthofficer@oxford.anglican.org 

Church’s treasures on 
display in London 

THE largest ever exhibition of English 
Church Silver, including items from St 
George's Chapel, Windsor, and Christ Church 
Cathedral, Oxford, can be seen at Goldsmith's 
Hall, London, from 30 May to 12 July. Entry 
is free. 

'Treasures of the English Church: Sacred 
Gold and Silver 800-2000' is said by curator, 
Timothy Schroder, to be a visual record of the 
entire history of the English Church with the 
historical and social interest of the exhibits 
extending far beyond the confines of religion. 



Mission in the 21st century for CMS 



By John Martin 

YOU might be forgiven for 
thinking that an experimental 
project which will see 12 
strangers living together in a 
house and sharing everything 
they do is just the latest series 
of Big Brother, but think 

again. It’s mission in the 21 st 
century. 

The House of Mission is an 
attempt by the Church 
Mission Society to bring a 
pioneering mission presence 
to East Oxford, following its 
move to the area last summer 
after being based in London 
for over 200 years. 

Formed from two attached 
houses on the Iffley Road, the 
House of Mission will be the 
home of a resident 
community seeking to 
become embedded in the local 
neighbourhood, yet 

connected to the global 
mission of God. 

‘The house is a Christ- 
centred place for a diverse 
community of people, guided 
by the Holy Spirit, who will 
live a shared life under God - 
and the community is 



committed to reaching out to 
its neighbours with the love 
of Christ and the hope of the 
Gospel,’ says Canon Chris 
Neal, Director of Mission and 
Community for CMS. 

The twelve community 
members will be a mix of 
people and families and will 
also include the current CMS 
missiologist-in-residence and 
other short-term residents 

The house of 
mission concept is 
rooted in the 
monastic tradition. 

who are active in mission. 

Like the Big Brother house, 
the re-organised space in 
Iffley Road includes common 
spaces for relaxing, meeting 
together and sharing meals. 
However, unlike Big Brother, 
there is also an emphasis on 
quiet contemplation, with a 
library and prayer room. 
That’s because the houses of 
mission concept is rooted in 
the monastic tradition. 

CMS is actively promoting 



houses of mission across 
Europe, and supporting those 
who would like to establish 
them. Such open communities 
are still experimental so there 
is a growing sense of 
excitement and anticipation 
as the first community 
members move into the 
house, establish their own 
rhythm of life, and become 
involved in the wider East 
Oxford community. 

Jonny Baker is overseeing 
the Iffley Road project. ‘We 
need to see how this idea 
works in practice. In theory, 
the community house should 
eventually produce useful 
tools, ways and means that 
allow anyone, anywhere to 
belong to a community which 
is seeing the unfolding of 
Christ’s glory through other 
people’s eyes.’ 

Further information about 
the Iffley Road House of 
Mission is available at 
mission.typepad.com/iffleyho 
use/. Call CMS on 01865 
787400 or visit www.cms- 
uk.org. 

John Martin is Head of 
Communications at CMS. 



Parishes take a star turn 
in new DVD 



Erroneous ‘e’ 
apology 

THANK YOU to readers 
who pointed out the error in 
last month's issue of The 
Door. 

As rightly pointed out in 
the story 'May madrigals on 
Magdalene Tower', there is 
no 'e' at the end of Oxford's 
Magdalen College. The Door 
apologises for this mistake 
The excellent photograph of 
the choristers was taken by 
the Revd Dr Michael Piret. 



A 20-MINUTE DVD, released 
to coincide with the Living 
Faith conference on 7 June, 
was filmed in churches in 
Buckingham, Churchill (in 
Oxfordshire), Reading and 
Abingdon, and features some 
of the ways in which parishes 
are sharing the Gospel with 
people outside the church. It 
is narrated by Natalie 
Garrett, actress and curate at 
Burford. 

The Revd Janet Russell, 



who is organizing the Living 
Faith conference, said: ‘We 
hope it will offer inspiration 
to churches who are asking 
themselves how they can 
share their faith.” 

Everyone attending the 
conference will receive a free 
copy of the DVD. You can 
also order copies for £2.50 
(inc p&p) from Jane Manley 
on 01865 208225 or email 
jane.manley@oxford.anglica 
n.org 
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Walk in faith together 

People of all faiths are invited to Join the 
Friendship Walk through Oxford on Tuesday 
3 June. 

The walk begins at 6.30pm at the Oxford 
Synagogue in Jericho, visiting St Mary the 
Virgin Church in Radcliffe Square, before 
finishing at 8pm at the Central Oxford 
Mosque in Manzil Way. 

Prayers will be said at each location and 
a buffet supper will follow. For more 
information call 01865 425000. 



Quarrendon School a step 
nearer Academy status 

Quarrendon School in Buckinghamshire has 
moved a step nearer gaining Academy 
status. 

Funds have now been agreed by the 
government for a 'feasibility team' to take 
the existing school and its Academy 
sponsors - the Oxford Diotesan Board of 
Education and Buckinghamshire County 
Council - through the transition process. 

If plans are fully approved, Quarrendon is 
scheduled to open as a Church of England 
Academy with science and technology 
specialism in September 2009, relocating to 
its new campus on the Berryfields housing 
development in 2011. It will be non- 
selective with no precedence given on the 
basis of faith. 

'Leslie Stephen, Director of Education 
for the Diocese of Oxford, said: 'Sponsoring 
this Academy would be a wonderful 
opportunity to develop our historical 
mission to provide the best education for all 

th'ltiren.: 

Historic post for Lord Harries 

Gresham College in London has appointed 
the former Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd 
Lord Harries of Pentregarth as Divinity 
Professor, a 411-year-old position. 

Lord Harries will begin his tenure with a 
series of six free public lectures on the topic 
of Christianity and Literature. 

Gresham College was created to provide 
the highest standard of education completely 
free of charge to the public, and has seen 
such names as Sir Christopher Wren, Cecil 
Day Lewis and Sir Roger Penrose hold 
'Gresham Chairs'. The tradition of free 
public lectures understandable for all 
continues to this day. 

Lord Harries' first lecture will take place 
on 8 October at a venue to be confirmed. 



Remembering Queen Eleanor 

The annual Queen Eleanor Cycle Ride from 
Lincolnshire to London made its customary 
stop at St Mary and St Giles Church in 
Stony Stratford on 4 May, enjoying a warm 
welcome and tea with parishioners. 

Cyclists travel from Lincoln to 
Westminster Cathedral commemorating the 
procession of the body of Queen Eleanor of 
Castile after she died in 1290; A 
disconsolate King Edward 1 had a 
memorial cross built at each of the 12 
places that the procession stopped, Stony 
Stratford among them. This year the ride 
raised money for the Renewal Project at St 
Martin-in-the-Fields. Individual sponsored 
rides and walks along the route will take 
place in the summer. For an information 
pack to take part contact Roger Shaljean 
on 01691 662047. 

Sight impaired people can now get a free 
audio version of the DOOR by contacting 
Graham Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 
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Come on in... 



COLLEGE STUDENT needed to help 
retired educator in Oxford with computer 
problems. (Scanning, e-mail, use of HP 
Officejet All-In-One). Non-regular basis only, 
about twice per month at hours of your choice. 
Will pay £25 per 2 and a half hour sessions. 
Students ONLY please, no professionals. 
Telephone 01865 722087 





Back To Church with a baptism was successful at Langtree, Oxfordshire, 
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Back to Church veterans reveal their secrets of success 
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If your church is still undecided about Back to Church 
Sunday, read on and find out why others are now 
making it an annual event. 

Learning curves in Buckinghamshire 

AT Christ Church in Flackwell Heath , Area Dean, the Revd Chris 
Bull, believes that, overall, their first experience of Back to Church 
Sunday was encouraging: 

‘We decided to try it last year because as a church we are beginning 
to think much more about looking outward, and this seemed a good 
opportunity to re-connect with people who had lost touch with the 
church. 

‘Everyone worked really hard to make the day welcoming, and it 
was a little disappointing that we only had eight or 10 visitors. But, 
of those, some have come back and have started to get involved 
again. 

‘We've learned from our first experience. Coming back to church is 
a very big step for some people and we need to make sure everyone 
gives out invites pro-actively, and we need to pray about who to 
invite, and for those who receive an invitation. We are co-ordinating 
with the Methodist Church to work together on strategy and 
encouragement.’ 

WHILE in Chalfont St Giles , the Revd Tim Stacey says: ‘Back to 
Church Sunday in itself was very successful last year for us, but what 
is interesting is that we have also had spin-off benefits. Having the 
peace informally at the beginning of the service worked so well at 
relaxing people and making them feel part of the worship from the 
start that we do it regularly now. 

Perseverance pays off in Berkshire 



There was a 
real energy 
with the 
children 
dancing up for 
communion 



ROSIE Webb is a member of the 
ministry team at St Michael's 
Church , Tilehurst, Reading. She 
says:‘We are now in our third 
year of Back To Church Sunday. 

It's perhaps important to say that 
the first year was disheartening 
with only half a dozen or so 
people coming back, despite our 
hard work in sending 
out invitations, 

preparing a special 
service complete with 
goody bags and a very 
warm welcome. 

‘Still, we 

persevered and last 
year took a different 
approach. I went in 
to our local primary 
schools with a personal 
invitation for them to get 
involved in the service and bring 
all their friends and families. The 
response was fantastic. They 
were so keen to be involved and 
we ended up with two choirs and 
a rap poem that fitted exactly 
with our theme of the Parable of 
the Sower. 

Harvesting the rewards in Oxfordshire 

AT Dorchester Abbey , Team Rector, the Revd Canon Sue Booys, 
explains: 

‘We went for a Back to Church Harvest theme last year and held 
two services, one deliberately targeted at families and involving the 
school, and the other a 'Songs of Praise' which was an invitation to 
come and sing all the traditional harvest hymns. The evening service 
was followed by our bring-and-share harvest supper when we had 
about half a dozen newcomers deciding to stay. 

‘This year we're planning to twin Back to Church with Harvest 
again, but give out even more invitations and have some advertised 
follow-up such as discussion evenings or possibly an Emmaus course 
to continue the encouragement to keep coming back.’ 



‘The congregation more than 
doubled to around 330 and there 
was a real energy with the 
children dancing up for 
communion, bringing their 
parents with them. 

Making the service 
participative obviously worked 
for us, and we had regular 
members of the 
church in 'Welcome' 
t-shirts, and balloons 
and child-friendly 
refreshments. 

‘It has also re- 
generated the links 
with our schools 
throughout the year. 
We go into* the church 
and they have services 
here. Numbers at Sunday School 
have increased since the service 
and we have had more weddings. 
It's still early days but it has 
helped us to say to our 
community 'Look we are here 
and that old building in the 
middle of your parish is here for 
you.' 



OPENING HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY 8.45AM - 6.30PM I SATURDAY 9.00AM - 3.00PM 



‘Seeing people attracted back to church through our efforts also 
gave us renewed confidence that we could actually do something like 
this, which has been wonderful. 

‘We were so encouraged by the response last year that we decided 
to do it twice this year. The first service only attracted two visitors, 
but it raised important questions about how comfortable people are 
inviting others to church, which we will work on. 

‘I'm hopeful that, as with our services on the village green each 
year, our Back to Church Sundays will become welcomed by the 
village. The atmosphere after such services is euphoric as people feel 
the energy of connecting with the wider community.’ 



Getting 

involved 

IT doesn't matter if 
you're a small 
village church or 
part of a city 
congregation, the 
aim is the same - to 
encourage those 
who have left the 
church to give it 
another go. And as 
our churches here 
have proved - you 
can do it! 

To help you 
organise the day, 
tailor-made 
resources including 
invitation cards, 
prayer cards and 
posters are available 
from the Oxford 
Diocese website 
www.oxford.anglica 
n.org/backtochurch 
or call Jane Manley 
on 01865 208225, 
or email 

jane.manley@oxford 

.anglican.org 

Three Back to 
Church 'training 
sessions' will run on 
14 June eading), 5 
July (High 
Wycombe)) and 12 
July (Banbury). 
There is also lots of 
information and 
advice on running 
'Back to Church' on 
the website. 
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With supported housing and nursing care, the Church 
of England Pensions Board provides security and peace 
of mind in retirement to those who have given their 
lives towards helping others in the name of Christ, 
including Clergy Widows and Licensed Lay Workers. 

We rely on donations and legacies to continue this 
much needed work. 

PLEASE HELP US IN ANY WAY YOU CAN 

The Church of England Pensions Board (CTD) 
FREEPOST 898, LONDON SW IP 3YS 
Tel: 020 7898 1800 

Web: www.cofe.anglican.org/about/cepb 
Email: enquiries@eepb.c-of~e.org.uk 

Registered Charity Number: 236627 
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In times of economic uncertainty, 
our financial advice can guide 
you to calmer shores. 



worried about 
choppy waters ahead? 



With over 85 years’ experience of providing 
financial advice to the clergy and church 
community, we can advise you on a plan 
tailored to your needs, covering everything 
from life assurance and protection to pensions 
savings and investments. 

Give us a call today for no-obligation 
financial advice. 



Our financial advisers have access to 
Ecclesiastical’s range of products as 
well as those of six of the UK’s leading 
financial services companies. 



Call free now (quote DIO) 

0800 107 0190 

email financial_services@eigmail.com 
visit www.ecclesiastical.com 



urance 1 


1 Weddinc 


] insurance ■ U& 


gel insurant 


;e ■ Savings 


and in vi 


moment-: ■ Protection ■ Re 


Trement planning 














^ 


rief.GU U2. 






THE DOOR : JUNE 2008 



5 



God in the life of. . . 



A lifetime of service to 
God and country 



In his capacity as an office holder of the church, Lord Hurd describes himself as 
'very junior', but in his career he held some of the highest offices in the land: as 
Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, Home Secretary and Foreign Secretary. 
Rebecca Paveley joined him at his home near Burford to discover what role his faith 
has played throughout his years in Government and beyond. 



DOUGLAS, now Lord, Hurd seems to have 
changed very little since he held high office 
under Margaret Thatcher and John Major’s 
governments in the 1980s and 90s. Seated in 
the library of his home in west Oxfordshire, 
he seems as statesmanlike and gracious as 
ever. He is happy to talk of his faith, and the 
part it played in his political life: though he 
obviously does not approve of modern-day 
politicians who ‘wear their faith on their 
sleeve’. 

Around the Cabinet table in the 
Conservative Governments in which he served 
people were reticent in talking about their 
religious views, he says, though each was 
aware of the other’s. 

‘I don’t hold with wearing faith on one’s 
sleeve - it is as likely to put people off as 
inspire them. People don’t like too much 
shouting about one’s faith but they like to feel 
it is there and that it is an influence.’ 



'The most difficult single issue 
for me in office was the 
Yugoslav war. I thought then 
and have thought since about 
Iraq and the Christian view of 
war and that is what guided me 
throughout. I was very hesitant 
about using force in Yugoslavia. 
I'm quite sure the Iraq war was 
wrong, I don't know how Tony 
Blair can have got into the 
position he has on it.' 



Lord Hurd was brought up in the Anglican 
church, in Marlborough, Wiltshire, where his 
parents were regular churchgoers. He was 
sent to Eton, where attending chapel was 
compulsory. 

He said: ‘It [church] gave me the rhythm of 
the year and also gave me the language - I’m 
a member of the Prayer Book Society - I think 
the language is important, though the Church 
does need variety too.’ 

His small parish church in Westwell uses 
services from the Book of Common Prayer, 
though other churches in the 13-parish 
benefice use Common Worship. 



‘The variety of liturgy is very important - 
we genuinely now have a choice and that 
choice prevents any poisonous arguments,’ he 
says. 

His faith journey seems to have been 
remarkably steady through his teens and 
working life, I say. Have there been any 
moments of doubt? 

He says: ‘One always has times of wavering 
I think but after that wavering I have come 
back... It is like a background, there all the 
time - there is always a glimmer. I wish it was 
a stronger light at times but there is a glimmer 
there, all the time.’ 

His faith has been a steady influence in his 
politics - influencing views and votes in 
Parliament. The ability to pray - particularly 
over some of the big decisions like the 
Yugoslav Wars during which time he served as 
Foreign Secretary - was vitally important. 
‘Faith does help in politics. My three Cabinet 
jobs all involved making difficult decisions 
with an ethical flavour - from capital 
punishment to war and peace. Most had in 
their background the question of right or 
wrong and I certainly have prayed over many 
of the decisions I have made.’ 

His role during the Yugoslav Wars has 
evoked criticism from many. He was reluctant 
to send aid to Bosnia, in defiance of the line 
taken by US President Bill Clinton, arguing 
that it would only prolong the conflict. But he 
insists he was led throughout by what he calls 
the ‘Christian view of war’ - it is this that has 
led him consistently to oppose the invasion in 
Iraq. 

‘The most difficult single issue for me in 
office was the Yugoslav war. I thought then 
and have thought since about Iraq and the 
Christian view of war and that is what guided 
me throughout. I was very hesitant about 
using force in Yugoslavia. I’m quite sure the 
Iraq war was wrong, I don’t know how Tony 
Blair can have got into the position he has on 
it. We have to be very careful to apply a strict 
test of justice before we go to war. 

‘War is only justified on a very narrow set 
of reasons based on self-defence. If we are 
intervening on ethical grounds we have to be 
sure we are going to leave behind a better set 
of circumstances, which we have clearly failed 
to do in Iraq and were always going to fail to 
do there. 

‘We really have to have imagination to see 
what we are doing when we send people off to 
kill and be killed. I rather think we have lost 



that imaginative 

power.’ 

The issues of war 
and of capital 

punishment are the 
examples he offers 
for the most direct 

involvement of his 

faith in his political 

life: ‘War is a big example of how a Christian 
background does affect one’s political view, as 
is capital punishment. I believe it is wrong for 
a human to stand in judgement and take the 
life of another human being.’ 

He is still involved now in the issues of 
crime and punishment, supporting and 
working for the Prison Reform Trust now he 
has left office, which he did in 1997. 



'The question of crime and 
punishment is one of the big 
moral problems of our society. 
We are not very good at finding 
ways of punishing people 
outside of prison. Prison spoils 
any hope of rehabilitating 
people - it can become an 
expensive way of making people 
worse.' 



‘The question of crime and punishment is 
one of the big moral problems of our society. 
We are not very good at finding ways of 
punishing people outside of prison. Prison 
spoils any hope of rehabilitating people - it 
can become an expensive way of making 
people worse.’ 

Lord Hurd spends three or four days of 
each week up in London, either working with 
the Prison Reform Trust, or with the 
companies for whom he holds directorships. 

But returning home to his wife, his dog and 
the new lambs that are just beginning to totter 
around in his field, is undoubtedly the best 
part of his week. His long weekends are 
sacrosanct. It is at home in his library where 
he also writes his books: he has published 
some very well-received historical 
biographies, and several thrillers. 

Attending the small church in his hamlet is 




also very much part of his time at home. The 
day before our interview, he walked the mile 
or so to Holwell for Evening Prayer as there 
was no service in St Mary’s Church, which is 
just a minute’s walk from his home. 

Last year he was elected churchwarden for 
his parish and it is evident the role brings him 
great pleasure, though he insists he is not very 
good at it yet: ‘I am still not very skilful at 
some parts of it, particularly the preparation 
of Holy Communion. I have to ring the bell 
for church and there is quite a knack to it.’ 

Occasionally he preaches. But this role is 
not his only formal office in the Church of 
England: after he left politics he was also 
appointed the High Steward of Westminster 
Abbey, an honorary position. He also chaired 
the Hurd Commission, which produced a 
review of the roles and functions of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, before Rowan 
Williams took up office. It was a fascinating 
insight into the daily life of the Archbishop, he 
says. 

His second wife, Judy, supports him in 
London and at home in Westwell. His first 
marriage broke down under the strain of a 
demanding and intense political life. Judy is 
from Oxfordshire and the couple have been 
happily married for 26 years. Lord Hurd is 
also head of a long dynasty, with five children 
and, so far, 11 grandchildren. One of his 
sons, Nick, has followed in his footsteps 
(‘though with no involvement from me’, his 
father insists) and was elected as Conservative 
MP for Ruislip-Northwood in 2005. 

Though the congregation at his church is 
small, he insists there is no need to despair for 
the future of the Church of England 
membership as some, vociferously, claim. 

‘People say there are dwindling 
congregations in rural churches but I keep a 
diary and I know that there are slightly more 
people going to church in this tiny hamlet 
now than there were 30 years ago. People are 
quite wrong to despair.’ 

And with this calm, confident assertion, 
Lord Hurd is off to get ready for another 
week in London - still, at 78, ready to serve. 
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Reader Offer 



RoperPenberthy 




Johnny Be Good 

‘Out From the Darkness: 
an incredible story’ 

Former RADA drama student and prisoner, 
Johnny Kinch tells his story of how he fell 
into a life controlled by drink, drugs and 
gambling and of his amazing deliverance by 
God. Johnny now works as an evangelist 
and lives in Leicestershire with his wife 
Anneka. 

‘/ have done just about everything to fill the 
void inside but found no real lasting joy... on 
the day I gave myself to God and made 
knowing him my goal the emptiness inside me 
was filled. ’ 

Paperback, 198x129mm, 184pp 
Price £8.99 plus £1.50 p&p 
ISBN 978-0-955865-90-9 

To order your copy go to 
www.roperpenberthy.co .uk , 
or return the coupon below, with a 
cheque for £10.49 made payable to 
‘RoperPenberthy Publishing Ltd’, to 
PO Box 545, Horsham, West Sussex 
RH12 4QW 



Please send me a copy of ‘ Johnny be good'. 
I enclose a cheque for £10.49 

Mr/ Mrs/ M is s/ Dr /Rev: 

Name: 

Address 1: 

Address 2: 

Town: .. 

County : 

Post Code: 

Contact Tel No: 

Email (optional): 

Offer Code: CV0608DR 

Alternatively telephone on: 01302 367868 
& quote offer code CV0608DR 



People & places 




of 



Praise 



IT’S not often the 
Bishop of Oxford goes 
clubbing these days, he 
admits. But he gladly 
made an exception for 
Oxford's first Christian 
night club, 'The House 
of Praise' at Baby 
Simple Bar in Cowley 
Road. He joined DJ G 
(pictured) and Junior 
G for a turn on the 
music decks before 
blessing the venture, 
saying: 'This is a good 
way for the Church to 
make contact with a 
culture that it's not 
immediately acquainted 
with. I'm delighted to 
support it.' 



Bless this House 



The best is 
yet to be’ for 
Langley’s new 
church hall 

SUCH was the 
popularity of Christ 
the Worker Church 
Centre in Langley, East 
Slough, that it 
completely outgrew its 
first home, three times! 

Last month a brand 
new pre-fabricated 
hall was dedicated by 
the Bishop of 
Buckingham, the Rt 
Revd Alan Wilson, 
who predicted ‘The 
best is yet to be!’ 

The first centre was 
started in the early 
1970s by the 
congregation of St 
Mary’s Church to 
serve a new housing 
development. 

The new hall’s 
facilities will aid 
church youth-work 
and offer a home to 
community groups. 

Ch urch warden, 
David Tawney 

thanked local landfill 
site operator, Biffa, for 
a generous donation 
which, added to 
money raised in a 
parish-wide appeal, 
had made the dreamed 
of hall a reality. 



Cherwell tackles 
homelessness 

LOCAL churches and faith groups are backing workshops by Cherwell 
District Council and national charity Care for the Family, as part of a 
groundbreaking campaign called ‘No Place Like Home’ which aims to 
tackle homelessness among young people by focusing on the merits of 
teenagers staying with their families. 

Care for the Family’s community learning manager says: ‘The teen 
years bring their own unique challenges and the going gets tough for 
all of us sometimes. With a little extra support we can help each other 
get through.’ 

An information pack, ‘The parents’ guide to understanding 
teenagers’, is also available to all parents with teenagers living in the 
district. Call Glenda Evans on 01295 227969 or email 

glenda.evans@cherwell-dc.gov.uk for details. 

Two breakfast workshops will run from 8.30-1 1.30am on 5 July at 
Kidlington Methodist Church, and on 12 July at Bicester Methodist 
Church. A tea-time workshop will run at The People’s Church, 
Banbury on 11 July from 6. 30-9. 30pm. 



Rogation on the move at Leafield 




The Revd Brian Ford, vicar of St Michael's Church, Leafield leads the 
way for the Rogation Service which, this year, took place in various 
locations around Langley Farm, Leafield. 



21 st century hall for St Mary’s 

THE Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd John 
Pritchard, has opened a long-awaited 
£750,000 extension at St Mary’s Church, 
Princes Risborough, providing modern 
meeting facilities for use by the whole 
community. 

Rector, Paul Fiske, told the Door: ‘We are 
thrilled The future of a town centre church 
like St Mary’s must lie in its openness to the 
community as a daily centre for worship, 
prayer and Christian contact. The new 
facilities are a massive step forward into the 
21st century.’ 



Church full - please try later! 

FLYING in the face of gloomy statistics about 
falling church attendance, St Sebastian’s 
Church at Wokingham Without, Berks, is 
having to introduce a second Sunday service 
to accommodate its growing congregation. 

The 10am service will now be replaced by 
one at 9.30am and a later 11.15am service. 

The Revd Andrew Marsden said that to 
maintain unity within the congregation the 
two services will look and feel much the same 
but, with God’s blessing, would allow the 
church to continue growing. 




Eco-column 



IF we are to avoid the most damaging 
effects of climate change, we in the UK 
need to reduce our carbon dioxide 
emissions by at least 80 per cent by 2050. 
How can our diocese play its part in 
achieving this? It is a question that Bishop 
John is keen to answer, as demonstrated 
by a ‘summit’ meeting he convened, and 
from which I have just returned as I write 
this column. 

Among the 20 or so people present, 
there was an enormous range of expertise 
and interests, from impacts on the world’s 
poor and biodiversity to installing solar 
panels and concern over bottled water. As 
we discussed how we might respond, 
whether as a diocese or as churches and 
individuals, we realised that others have 
gone through similar journeys before, and 
that it would be wasteful not to make use 
of their resources and experiences. 

The need for us all to work together as 
communities came up repeatedly during 
the meeting. This is something that many 
secular groups also understand, and they 
are increasingly keen to work with us. 

Just by holding the meeting, we have 
widened and strengthened these networks. 
The task now is to use this to act. 

Karl Wallendszus is a member of Sage , 
Oxford's Christian Environmental Group 
( www.sageoxford.org.uk ), and attends St 
Erideswide’s, Oxford. 



I 



Church tea cheers 
hospital hooters 

An unusual outreach from St Mark's 
hospital church in Maidenhead has been 
warming hearts at the local hospital car 
boot sales. 

Members of the church have been setting 
up their gas burners and kettles in the 
hospital grounds to provide tea, coffee and 
biscuits at the monthly car boot safes in the 
hospital grounds. 

Lay minister, Pat Rose, says refreshments 
always finish in time for the church's service 
at 10.15am, and there's an open invitation 
for 'car-booters' to join in. 

Does someone in your 
parish need a holiday? asks 
Mothers’ Union 

IS there a family or individual in your parish 
who you know cannot afford a desperately 
needed holiday? The Mothers' Union want to 
help. 

The MU 'Away from It All' scheme offers 
a week away in a centre such as Butlins, and 
makes all the arrangements for them, as 
well as bearing the cost. 

Application can also be made for help 
with the cost of other kinds of holiday - 
perhaps where there are special needs or 
where a carer needs a rest. 

Those applying need the recommendation 
from their incumbent, social worker or 
health visitor. 

To put forward a family or individual for 
a holiday write to Away from It All 
organiser, The Mothers' Union, The Priory 
Room, Christ Church, Oxford, 0X1 1DP, for 
an application form to start the process. 
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Comment 

BY THE ECUMENICAL 
MODERATOR, MILTON KEYNES, 
THE REVO DR MARY COTES 



The beauty 
of silence 

I remember a piano teacher often 
reminding me of the importance of silences 
in a piece of music. I would play to him the 
piece that I had been practising; he would 
listen intently, and at the end comment that 
I had not paid enough heed to the ‘rests’ - 
the periods of time during which one or 
both of my hands didn’t play. ‘Silence is 
part of the music,’ he would say, ‘Silence 
allows the music to breathe.’ 

We live in a culture that is addicted to 
background noise. Most of us are so 
accustomed to the sound of traffic that we 
simply blot it out. The hum of the fridge, 
or the murmur of the central heating are so 
much part of our daily life that one of them 
has to go off unexpectedly for us to be 
aware of it. We let even music wash over us 
- so much so that a national music radio 
station has recently launched what it has 
called its ‘Hear Hear’ campaign. 

We are frightened of silence; scared of the 
loneliness, the isolation or the nothingness 
which it seems to imply; of confronting 
some of the realities within us, stripped of 
the defences that words provide, and of 
being vulnerable before God. 

At the same time, we have got out of the 
habit of proper listening. Maybe we are 
scared of that too. True listening requires 
silence on the part of the listener, and 
implies engagement and commitment. It 
places demands upon us. For these same 
reasons we can be scared of really listening 
to God. 

I am often struck by the silences which 
pervade the gospel narrative. We are 
constantly reminded that in the midst of a 
punishing schedule, Jesus spends time alone 
in prayer. When, in response to a 
miraculous healing, people want to rush off 
and tell the world, Jesus invites them to tell 
no-one. Witness is to be preceded by 
silence. Again, surrounded by a crowd who 
utter words of accusation at the woman 
taken in adultery, Jesus simply remains 
silent, writing in the sand. 

In contrast, Jesus’ followers are all too 
often too quick to speak and consequently 
often say the wrong thing! The gospel story 
is laced with examples of impetuous 
outrage, lies and denial, rash and empty 
promises, flawed self-perception, 
arguments, and the total inability to listen 
and understand. No wonder that in order 
to speak meaningfully at Pentecost, the 
apostles needed words to be drawn from 
them not by a commandment to talk, but 
by the mysterious power and gift of the 
Holy Spirit who inspires the right words at 
the right time. 

Pentecost is often a moment for us to 
remember our call as Christian disciples to 
be effective witnesses to Jesus Christ in 
language that others can readily 
understand. Yet at the heart of our worship 
and witness there is always an invitation to 
listen to the gospel story and to find the 
quietness to attend to it carefully. The great 
mysteries of our faith invite us first to 
silence, to the encounter with the living 
God where we shall come more fully to 
know ourselves. Silence allows worship to 
breathe. It lies at the heart of mission. It is 
part of the music of Christian living. 



Comment and letters 



Wind power; forgiveness of sin 



Wind turbines 

Canon Christopher Hall (Eco-column, May 2008), 
in advocating the use of wind turbines, is wrong to 
claim that coal and nuclear power stations 
consume significant amounts of water. Yes, coal, 
gas and nuclear power stations need large 
amounts of cooling water. But all nuclear stations, 
and some coal and gas powered stations, are sited 
on the coast. These just take in sea water and 
return it to the sea at a slightly higher 
temperature - it is not 'consumed'. The debate on 
how best to generate the electricity we need 
should be more soundly based than this. 

Peter Saunders 
Blewbury 

Christopher Hall replies 

I agree that the household consumption should be 
expressed in MWh. I was repeating a misprint in 
an article in the Independent of 3 March on 
which my column was based. However, I was at 
the opening of the Westmill Windfarm on 
Saturday, where we were told that the wind 
generators would recoup the C02 embedded in 
their construction in about seven months, while 
coal and nuclear power stations recoup only about 
half their embedded C02 in their life time, and 
that does not include their inputs of fuel. 

Canon Christopher Hall 



A layman’s view of sin 

An article in a Parish magazine led me to think 
about 'sin'. It contained phrases such as, 'On the 
Cross, Jesus dealt once and for all with the most 
basic of human problems: our sinful hearts 

consequently our guilt before a holy God/ and 

' If Jesus had not risen from the dead, we would 
not know if Jesus had dealt with our sins. In fact 



if Jesus had not been raised, we would still be 'in 
our sins' as Paul puts it in 1 Cor. 15 17/ 

I found this disturbing because the Jesus that is 
an inspiration to me, cared about sinners and was 
a man of compassion, understanding and practical 
advice. 

For the last five and a half years I have been 
into a young offenders institution once a week, to 
help one young lad at a time to improve his 
reading and writing, with a scheme called One -to- 
One. Aware of the horrendous crimes these lads 
have sometimes committed, I have never 
mentioned the word 'sin'. Who am I to talk of sin 
to these lads. I had a privileged education and 
have had wonderful opportunities in life to work 
and raise a family. I have not had their life 
experiences. 

An approach that seems to help is one of 
treating them respectfully, ensuring through their 
work that they have some success and hoping that 
when they are released they have more self- 
esteem and at least good intentions for the future. 

I don't feel burdened by sin. Of course I do 
things wrong at times, but being a Christian I 
frequently say The Lord's Prayer ....'And forgive 
us our trespasses as we forgive them that trespass 
against us' . 

I have been lucky enough to attend a church 

that stressed the positive. 'Raise yourself up' 

'Be the best that you can be' . Armed with that 
approach it is easier to enter a prison. 

So finally, as I look round my congregation at 
church, they lead interesting and meaningful lives 
and encouragement and inspiration is more likely 
to give them the strength needed to engage in our 
modern society... or am I missing a deep and 
fundamental theological truth? 

The writer wishes to remain anonymous 



Finding help with debt 

Useful contacts from page 1 

AS voluntary debt counsellor, Edward 
Weiss, says on page 1 of the Door this issue, 
it is important for people who find 
themselves sinking into ever-deepening debt 
to seek help. Edward is a church-sponsored 
counsellor working with Citizens’ Advice in 
Beaconsfield. To find out more about 
Citizens Advice services go to 
www.adviceguide.org.uk 

To contact PACT see www.pactcharity.org 
or call the freephone number 0800 731 
1845. 

For help with farming issues see 
www.farmcrisisnetwork.org.uk or call the 
helpline on 07002 326 326. 

ABCUL is the central body for Credit 
Unions. For more information about 
membership and your nearest Union see 
www.abcul.org 



competition winners 

George Pulford, Kidlington; Sue Colman, 
Clifton Hampden; Nicky Smith, 
Kidlington; Betty Course, Newport 
Pagnell and Marcelle Williams, 
Wokingham have won a copy of 'Spiritual 
Direction for every Christian' by Gordon 
Jeff. 

Don't miss this month's competitions to 
win a copy of David Winter's latest book 
'The Bible made Clear', or one of three 
Disney goody-bags. 



&Bible study Companions on the way 



Luke 1 V39-56 

I am sure we have all had the experience of 
hearing wonderful news which we cannot 
wait to share with others, a new job perhaps, 
or a grandchild or passing an exam. We also 
appreciate having those with whom we can 
share such things. 

Mary on hearing her news, we read in 
Luke’s gospel, went in haste to share it with 
Elizabeth. I am sure the two women had 
much to share! Both being equally surprised 
at their personal unexpected circumstances as 
well as being delighted for one another. 

Indeed Elizabeth, though not given the title, 
functions as a prophet. ‘Filled with the Holy 
Spirit’ she praises Mary as ‘blessed among 
women,’ (1:42) for her belief. 

The two women are drawn together by 
common experience. Elizabeth is old and her 
son will close an age; Mary is young and her 
son will usher in the new. The scene is set for 
these two sons - the contrasts and similarities 
- and the significance that Jesus is the greater 



of the two. And during this meeting 
Elizabeth makes what is perhaps the first and 
only Christological confession by a woman in 
this Gospel ‘Why has this happened to me, 
that the mother of my Lord comes to me?’ 
(1:43). 

We all need good friends, who can rejoice 
with us and at times challenge us. I am sure 
Mary and Elizabeth were strengthened both 

'You never know what is going to 
come out of our relationship 
with others as we share Christ 
together/ 



by their common experience, but also by the 
knowledge that they understood one another 
when they were together and, probably more 
importantly, when they were apart. 

This significant meeting sets the scene for 
Mary’s song, the Magnificat (1:46 - 55), so 



termed from the opening word in the Latin 
translation. In the song God is praised in 
terms of what he has done, in a way as to 
announce what God will do. Timeless truth is 
expressed: past, present and future without 
differentiation. The words have a great 
intensity expressing clearly the nature of 
God’s activity: the lowly are lifted up and the 
powerful are brought low (1:52). The scene is 
set for God’s upside down kingdom. 

You never know what is going to come out 
of our relationship with others as we share 
Christ together. My recent experience of 
undertaking the Servant Leadership Course in 
Kimberley and Kuruman brought many 
unexpected surprises as we shared deeply 
together what God had done in our lives. 
Trust and expectancy are necessary both in 
our relationship with others and in our 
relationship with God and each brings its 
own surprises. 

The Venerable Karen Gorham is Archdeacon of 
Buckingham 



Comings and Goings 

Revd Julian Bidgood, Associate Clergy, St Ebbe with Holy Trinity and St Peter le Bailey to be Associate Clergy at Arborfield with Barkham; Revd David Burgess, Priest 
in Charge, Hawridge with Cholesbury and St Leonards to be Rector of the same; Revd Tim Dossor is given permission to officiate; Revd Vincent Gardner, Associate 
Clergy, Carew Benefice in the Diocese of St David's to be Vicar of St John the Evangelist & St Stephen, Reading; Revd Dr Alastair Low is given permission to officiate; 
Revd Fiona Hall, Curate, Maybush and Southampton St Jude in the Diocese of Winchester to be Assistant Chaplain, Royal Berkshire National Health Service 
Foundation Trust; Revd Dr Andrew Hartropp, Associate Clergy, Christ Church and St Mark's Watford in the Diocese of St Albans to be Associate Clergy, 
Shottesbrooke, Waltham St Lawrence and White Waltham; Revd Wiliam Jackson, Associate Clergy in the Parish of St Ives, Leadgate and St John's, Dipton, 
Derwentside in the Diocese of Durham to be Team Vicar of Burham with Dropmore, Hiteham and Taplow; Revd Deiniol Kearley-Heywood, Associate Clergy, St John 
the Evangelist, St Michael & All Angels, Paddington in the Diocese of London to be Rector of Prestwood and Great Hampden; Revd David McHardy, Associate 
Clergy, St Matthew’s Oldmedlrum, Aberdeen to be Chaplain of Reading Blue Coat School; Revd Laurence Meeting, Rector, Newton Longville and Mursley with 
Swanboume & Little Horwood to be also Associate Area Dean of Mursley; Revd Andrew Richards, Chaplain Wellington College, Crowthome to be Chaplain in the 
Diocese of Canterbury; Revd John Slee is given permission to officiate; Revd Brian Taylor, Rector St Mary's, Shaw cum Donnington is to retire and is given 
permission to officiate; Revd Martin Wallington, Priest in Charge, Woobum to be Vicar of the same; Revd Michael Wright is given permission to officiate. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with the family and friends of Revd John RameU and the Revd Joan Arthur who have died. 





8 



THE DOOR : JUNE 2008 



Advertising Feature 

Age Concern charity of the year for Allianz 



Advertising Feature 

A TIME FOR MISSION 



Staff at insurance company Allianz voted to support Age 
Concern as their charity of the year in 2008 and are hoping to 
raise a whopping £65,000 through a host of fun fundraising 
activities. 

Employees from the national company kick-started the 
fundraising drive recently at a Silver Day. By dressing up in 
silver and donating all their spare silver coins, they collected 
over £5,000. Six Allianz employees completed the London 
Marathon in April and are on target to raise a further £10,000 
for the cause. 

Allianz Charity of the Year organiser Fran Everist feels this is a 
particularly appropriate time to be supporting Age Concern. 
She said “We are keen to do as much as we can to raise money 



for older people. It is shocking to know that 1.8 million older 
people live in poverty and many struggle to pay basic food and 
energy bills. Our staff will be putting their heart and souls into 
our campaign for Age Concern and we are hoping to make a 
difference with our fundraising efforts”. 

Gordon Lishman, Director General of Age Concern England, 
said, “We are so pleased that Allianz has chosen Age Concern 
as its Charity of the Year for 2008. The money that will be 
raised over the year will enable us to improve the lives of 
many thousands of older people across the country.” 

Plans are already in place for more fundraising activities 
including cake sales, dress down days, sponsored shaves and 
finally, Wear-a-Hat-Day in December. 



From its very beginning the Christian church has had a mission to share its 
message of joy and hope, as well as a caring mission towards its fellow man. 
Today this tradition continues with Christians of all ages joining in with 
various forms of evangelical outreach and care for others. 

Opportunities at home and abroad 



There are countless opportunities for volunteers of all ages to dedicate time to 
a whole range of practical activities in this country as well as oversees. The 
Gap year is becoming more commonplace with people in full time 
employment as well as with students. Popular destinations include the many 
countries needing help in Africa although there is much work to be done in 
the major cities in this country. 



ST KATHARINE’S HOUSE 




Contact: The Warden, Ormond 
Road, Wantage, Oxfordshire, 
OX12 8EA 

Telephone: 01235 762739 
Email: warden@stkatharines.co.uk 
www.stkatharines .co .uk 



Residential Home with Nursing Wing 

Modem, well equipped Residential Home 
for 75 ladies in 5 acres of lovely grounds 
near town centre. 

Non-profit making charity, under the aegis 
of the Community of St Mary the Virgin. 

Excellent facilities include a beautiful chapel 
in the grounds. 

Our Residents live independent lives in a 
vibrant and happy community. 





Be equipped to help others grow and 
move forward in their lives ... 



Introduction to Biblical 
Counselling 

Mon-Fri: 16-20 June or 11-15 August 
or 17-21 November 



Certificate/Diploma of Christian 
Counselling 

Starting each October and January 
(part-time) 



Introduction to Biblical Coaching 
Tue-Wed 3-4 June 



Full Brochure: www.cwr.org.uk 

T: 01252 784731 E: training@cwr.org.uk 
Waverley Training and Events, CWR, Waverley 
Abbey House, Waverley Lane, Farnham, 
Surrey GU9 8EP 
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sermon notes and eye-catching teaching 
materials for youngsters. 



Sea Sunday, on July 1 3, is a chance for all 
of us to offer our prayers and support for 
the world's seafarers who live tough, 
lonely lives to bring us our daily needs. 



If you would like a Sea Sunday pack, 
please complete the coupon below 
and send to: 



The Mission to Seafarers has been 
caring for seafarers for more than 1 50 
years and today our work is needed as 
much as ever. 



Mrs Kathy Baldwin, 

The Mission to Seafarers, 

St Michael Paternoster Royal, 

College Hill, London EC4R 2RL. 

Tel: 020 7248 5202 

Fax: 020 7248 4761 

Email: pr@missiontoseafarers.org 

www.missiontoseafarers.org 



Our colourful and informative Sea Sunday 
resources pack describes how seafarers 
are so important to our daily lives and 
how we minister to them on behalf of the 
Church. The pack includes a poster, 



Please send me a Sea Sunday information pack. 
Name 



Address 



Caring for seafarers 
around the world 



Postcode 



Registered Charity No. 212432 
Scottish Charity No. SC03921 1 



TD0608 
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Bv Jo Williams 

ON 2 May 2008, the 
prison population was 
82,501. The actual 
capacity of prisons in 
England and Wales is 
81,883. The mathematicians among you will 
query the discrepancy. Quite. The ‘left-overs’ 
were in police or court cells. Prisoner figures 
have gone up by an alarming thousand in the 
last 12 months. 

You may think: ‘Good, we are locking up 
the violent trouble-makers. Quite right too!’ 

Or you might, if you are a Christian, pay 
some heed to Jesus’ injunctions to ‘Come, 
you who are blessed by my father, take your 
inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you 
since the creation of the world. For I was 
hungry and you gave me something to eat, I 
was thirsty... I was in prison and you came to 
visit me.’ (Matthew ch 24 v 34-36). 

We need to realise that our prisons are full 
of those whom our society - which now 
consumes rather than produces - has 



'Our ministry, and that of the 
volunteers who work with us, is 
"incarnational". It is a servant 
ministry listening to prisoners, 
mentoring and supporting them 
in their needs and difficulties, 
reflecting God's love for them 
and encouraging them to be the 
best that they can be.' 

excluded. 

Social characteristics of prisoners, 
compiled by the Prison Reform Trust, show 
that almost half of those in prison today ran 
away from home as a child. One in three 
female, and half of male prisoners (higher in 
the 18-21 age group) were excluded from 
school. The majority have no qualifications. 
On release one in three prisoners will have no 
home. Many will have no hope of work. 

Again you might say they deserve it, and I 
certainly don’t seek to excuse their crimes. 
But I would say that as Christians we must 
come into prisons because, if we do not show 
them God’s love by being willing to walk 
alongside them, how can we help them to 
love and respect themselves and others? 

Hundreds of thousands of families are now 
excluded from our society because they do 
not have the money to be consumers. Hope 
and self-respect have been extinguished in the 
parents, and for the children there seems little 
likelihood of finding work or a home. 

Add to this the fact that these children may 
not meet the targets and levels required by 
schools, or are excluded because their 
behaviour is problematic - symptomatic of 
their excluded home community, and again 
we are denying them hope for their future. 

Add, again, the increasing criminalisation 
of young people by locking them up for 
offences that would not have received a 
custodial sentence 10 years ago, and then 
releasing them back into the same 
environment. Unsurprisingly we have a fast 
growing, ‘minority’ of disillusioned young 
people roaming our streets on the road to 
self-destruction and, perhaps, bent upon the 
destruction of those who do have the money 
to be consumers. 

Most church communities and individual 
Christians respond as good sheep to Jesus, 
feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, 



Britain's prison population is at an all-time high. Around two-thirds 
of those released are re-convicted within two years (rising to three- 
quarters for 18-21 year olds). 

From the coalface at Aylesbury Young Offenders Institution, co- 
ordinating chaplain Jo Williams argues that these figures can only 
get worse, unless our Christian communities lead the way in offering 
a meaningful ministry of love and God's forgiveness. 

Right, some young offenders explain how the chaplaincy service 
has helped them. 




Did you visit 
me in prison? 



supporting the homeless, visiting the sick. 

But as a prison chaplain I have become 
uncomfortably aware that, for many of them, 
visiting prisoners is not on their list of 
‘Things to do before I go to heaven’. And yet 
Jesus didn’t give us a choice of either/or. He 
said quite clearly that those who have a place 
in his Kingdom visited him in prison. 

We are called to continue Jesus’ ministry on 
earth by seeing the human being, not the 
offender or the offence. We are here to stress 
that God forgives not seven, or even 77 times, 
but as often as we come before him. 

We are a small prison here at Aylesbury, 
with a maximum of 440 young men between 
18 and 21 years 10 months old, many of 
whom will then move on to adult prisons. I 
am the only full-time chaplain co-ordinating 
an ecumenical and multi-faith team of 
sessional and voluntary chaplains. 

Whatever the media tells us, life in this 
young offenders prison is no picnic, with few 
opportunities for offenders to let down their 
guard and talk from the heart. Our ministry, 
and that of the volunteers who work with us, 
is ‘incarnational’. It is a servant ministry 



listening to prisoners, mentoring and 
supporting them in their needs and 
difficulties, reflecting God’s love for them and 
encouraging them to be the best that they can 
be. 

These young men still have a lot of living to 
do in prison and after release. We can help 
build them up spiritually and emotionally so 
they may withstand temptation and give of 
themselves to others. We must help prevent 
future victims. 

My challenge and plea to you as Anglican 
brothers and sisters around the Oxford 
Diocese, is to focus and pray: what can you 
offer to your nearest prison as a group, 
and/or an individual, as part of the outreach 
and mission of your church? 

When Jesus asks us: ‘Did you visit me in 
prison?’ we can’t reply like television’s 
Catherine Tate; ‘Nah, and does my face look 
bovvered?’ Surely we are glad to respond like 
Mary: ‘I am the Lord’s servant... May it be to 
me as you have said.’ 

Jo’ Williams is co-ordinating chaplain at 
Aylesbury Young Offenders’ Institution. 



In their own 
words... 

ACCOMPANYING Jo on her rounds at 
Aylesbury Young Offenders Institution, Sally 
Jarman heard first-hand how the chaplaincy 
and its volunteers have helped some of the 
prisoners. Names have been changed... 

Dan is a 'red band' prisoner - one of the most 
trusted. He says: Tve been on various courses 
through the chaplaincy that have helped me 
find my faith for myself this time, and find a 
confidence to say this is who I am and what I 
believe. 

T think it has changed the way I look at all 
areas of my life now, like leaving the past 
behind and stepping into the future/ 

Again a 'red-band' prisoner, John takes time 
out from mopping the floors of his wing to 
tell us: Tm a facilitator on victim awareness 
courses which are supported by the 
chaplaincy. Tve seen people start these 
courses full of hate and leave with new insight 
into the effect their actions have on other 
people. 

'The emotional and practical support that 
the chaplains and volunteers give is really 
helpful to prisoners who are down or even 
suicidal, just listening and uplifting them/ 

Joining us in the chaplaincy building, with its 
own chapel and multi-faith room, James says: 
'There aren't many people you can talk to in 
prison openly, like you can here. I feel much 
more confident and comfortable about talking 
to people now/ 



Could you volunteer? 

ELIZABETH has been a volunteer for around 
five years, spending each Monday at the 
chaplaincy centre, talking to new arrivals. 

'It's usual for them to be anxious when 
they first arrive, not sure of the routine and 
rules. I explain that we are a kind of extended 
family while they are here, and that they can 
talk to us openly in confidence about their 
fears and feelings. I let them know about the 
courses they can take, and the weekly worship 
services. 

'My church is very supportive of my 
volunteer work on the whole. Some ask why I 
do it and I say that for me it's part of the 
bargain if you're a Christian. Jesus said we 
should visit him in prison. I believe there's a 
core of goodness in every person and my job 
is to help them find it/ 

Jo is keen to dispel thoughts that it takes a 
certain kind of person to help in a prison: 
'Everyone has different gifts and talents, 
and we need volunteers for a wide variety of 
tasks, from official prison visitors, to 
supporting education and chaplaincy studies, 
supporting the visits hall, supporting Victim 
Awarenes courses, supporting life-sentenced 
and ISPP (Indeterminate Sentencing for 
Public Protection) prisoners, or supporting 
prisoners on suicide watch. 

'We would welcome help with worship with 
music, and preaching and teaching. 

'What would be really wonderful would be 
if members of a church were willing to make 
our chapel their place of worship on a 
regular basis, say once a month/ 

There are a number of prisons around our 
diocese. To volunteer, contact the chaplain at 
your nearest prison. 

To contact Jo about volunteering at 
Aylesbury , call her office on 01296 444325. 
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Bound Biographies 
helps people write 
their life stories, 
producing a few 
quality illustrated 
copies for family 
and friends. 

DO YOU have a 
manuscript to 
produce? 

HAVE YOU started 
writing and got stuck? 

OR ARE YOU just 
thinking about it? 

Contact Sally Gray at 67 Conway Close, 
Houghton Regis, Beds LU5 5SB 
Tel/Fax 01582 861407 or on 
E-mail: biographies@resource24.net 



St Mary’s Church, Bloxham 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

We seek to appoint a Director of Music who will 
develop all aspects of music in our worship, both 
the choral tradition and more contemporary 
music. He/She will have an opportunity to 
creatively enhance our rich and diverse musical 
tradition, which ranges from Choral Evensong 
(BCP) to a monthly family service (CW), and 
youth music group. 

We have a three-manual Allen digital organ, a 
two-manual J.W. Walker pipe organ and a 
chamber organ. 

Remuneration based on RSCM scale 
Reviewed annually, Enhanced CRB disclosure 
required 

Letters of application with CV and two references 
to the Revd Sarah Tillett 
St Mary’s Vicarage, Church Street, Bloxham, 
Banbury OX15 4ET. 

01 295 720252/stillett@ btinternet.com 
Marked ‘Director of Music’ 



Feature 

Getting to know us 

Snapshots from the scrapbook of a 
Bishop at large 

One year on from his inauguration at Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford, the Bishop of 
Oxford, the Rt Revd John Pritchard, has completed his marathon tour of all 29 
deaneries in our diocese, as a way of fulfilling his pledge to 'listen and learn' as well as 
getting to know us. 

Bishop John said of his year: 'It has been an energising, exhausting and invaluable 
time and I have been inspired by what I have seen and heard from the people of this 
diocese. Although we are a diverse diocese, there is a sense of common purpose and 
many strengths. We have very able priests and a strong leadership team, and so many 
people with extraordinary gifts and commitment; a real "can do" mentality. 

'This is a diocese that also looks outwards and thinks outside the box - a vital 
responsibility in the times in which we live. 

'Now as I reflect back what I've heard with plans for our future, I see more than 
ever that our local churches are key to the future, and we need to shape a strong 
support structure to empower people in the parishes to be churches in mission/ 
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sales 

vacancy 

Cornerstone Vision publishes The Door and a 
number oif other newspapers on behalf of 
Dioceses throughout England. 

We also handle advertising sales for several 
Christian magazines and one-off publications. 

Continued expansion means that we are looking 
for someone who will be able to sell advertising 
space in our various titles. 

Previous sales experience is not essential. 

The right candidate will be mature, self-motivated, 
a team player with the ability to work well on their 
own too. Determination, an outgoing personality 
and an optimistic disposition are key requirements. 

The post available is either full time or part time, 
and hours can be tailored to suit you and us. 

The post is based at Cornerstone Vision’s offices 
in Plymouth - one of the most vibrant cities in the 
South West and close to the Moors and Cornish 
beaches. 

Please apply in writing enclosing your CV to: 

Chris Girdler 
Cornerstone Vision Ltd, 

28 Old Park Road, 

Peverell, Plymouth, PL3 4PY. 
Email: info@comerstonevision.com 
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Bonnyton Hats 

We are a small 
company specialising 
in bespoke hats for 
hair loss. We make 
indoor and outdoor 
hats and turbans for 
all seasons. 

01464 851012 
www.bonnytonhats.com 




Don’t let your 
year ended 5 April 2008 



Return Tax 



your patience this year! 

Send it to a professional 

I have dealt with all forms of 
Return including clergy. 
Basic Returns from £90 

Ian E. Tomlinson LL.B F.C.A. 

1 1 Hitherwood 
Cranleigh GU6 8BW 

Tel: 01483 271205 

e.tomlinson@tiscali.co.uk 



J.Hart Catering 

Outside caterers for all events from 
champagne receptions to romantic 
meals in your own home or wakes. 
Everything served to your 
specifications, reliable and 
fully trained staff. 

Contact James on 07949 901029 or 
01235 833378 or visit us at 
www.jhartcatering.co.uk 
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To Advertise Tel: 
01752225623 

NOW BOOKING SYRIA, ETHIOPIA, JORDAN! 




WIDER HORIZONS 



Pilgrim Journeys of Encounter 

www.wider-horizons.org 



We offer journeys that represent a 
meaningful encounter with people, 
cultures and faiths, in the Middle East, 
Africa and Asia 

2008: Israel/Palestine, Egypt, Syria 
2009: Ethiopia, Jordan, Israel/Palestine 



For full details see our website or contact 



Wider Horizons, The Rectory, 1 Ryan Close, 
Andover, Hampshire SP1 0 4DG 

Tel: 01 264 357032 
Email: info@wider-horizons.org 
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Our education is in many ways 
the cornerstone of the career 
path that we will tread in the 
future and whilst most 
students will have already 
decided on a University or 
College to attend from the 
autumn semester, some will 
still be looking for a course 
and others will start planning 
for next year. 

A lot of prayer and advice will 
be undertaken in deciding 



Advertising Feature 

Education 

what path to follow, even when 
inherent talents seem to make 
the choice a little more 
obvious. For younger 
Christians the path may have 
already been discussed when 
choosing subjects for A levels 
but for many older Christians 
starting a course could well be 
a part of a change in life’s 
direction. 

There’s also the choice of 
college. For many some time 



away from home at University 
can be a time of self-discovery 
and growing, although others 
may well prefer somewhere 
within a short driving time from 
home. This can be due to the 
commitments such as family 
responsibilities or 
commitments to the local 
church or other organisations. 

For all the challenge of full 
time study should prove to be 
rewarding and fulfilling. 

Other ways of learning 

The way in which we view 
education has changed 
considerably over the years 
with an increasing emphasis 
being placed on ‘Lifelong 
Learning’ for people of all ages 
and abilities. 

Christians can take part in this 
process through courses at 
universities and colleges or 
through one of the increasing 
number of distance learning 
courses, which can be studied 
for at home as well as part- 
time and short break courses. 



Professional Christian 
Counselling Courses 

Starting September in Newbury 

Certificate in Counselling Skills 

Contact: Christine Frey 
07761762467 

bti christinefrey@live.co.u k 

*522^*22* www.btctraining.co.uk 





WesleyColleqe 



An Ecumenical Study Centre Open to All 



Courses in: 

• Biblical Studies 

• Pastoral Care 

• New for 2008 

Fresh Expressions 



Degrees in Theology, Ministry & Ministry: 

• New for 2008 Foundation Degree in 

Ministry & Mission 

• BA/MA/PhD Degrees in 

Theology & Ministry 



further detail are available from: 
Wesley College College Park Drive 
Hvnbuiy Road Bristol R51D TOD 



Tel 0117 959 1200 
Fax 0117 950 1277 

admln#wesk> college brtslolat.uk 




SART MUSIC 



The battle continues 



Win Prince Caspian goody-bags 




THE drama of C S Lewis' Chronicles of Narnia is back on the big screen this 
month as 'Prince Caspian' opens at cinemas around the country on 16 June. 

Described as 'a story of deliverance and restoration with some intriguing 
aspects of Narnian history, culture and mythology', Prince Caspian sees the 
Pevensie children once more transported into the fantastical world of Centaurs, 
dwarfs and other mystical creatures where they once fulfilled a prophecy of ruling 
as King and Queen. Now Prince Caspian (Ben Barnes) is in danger as he tries to 
rid his land of a false King. He summons Queen Susan with her magic hunting 
horn. But will the children be able to help him? 

We have three Disney goody-bags of Prince Caspian memorabilia to give away 
to readers up to 13-years-old. Just send us the name of the Lion in the Narnia 
Chronicles plus your age and address, on a postcard, by 7 June, to Caspian 
competition, The Door, Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey Lane, Oxford, 0X2 
ONB. 

Music for all at St Mary’s, Chalgrove 



JONATHAN Arnold, a member of the 
Brit Award winning vocal ensemble 
The Sixteen’, joins Chalgrove parish 
from 13-15 June to present St Mary’s 
Music Weekend. Music will range 
from choral, to folk, to opera and 



Taize worship. There’s also a chance 
to sing and perform an abbreviated 
Messiah. Tickets for the whole 
weekend cost £25. Call 01865 
891357. 



Bible stories brought 
to life by Cliff Richard 

Bv Lorna Hind 

'50 FAVOURITE Bible Stories 
selected and narrated by Cliff 
Richard' is a new collection, retold 
in a vivid and often witty way for 
7-9 year olds, with three 
accompanying audio CDs, narrated 
by Sir Cliff. I have been reading 
and listening to the stories with my 
twin daughters, aged five. 

Both girls were instantly drawn to 
the book's illustrations, which are 
vibrant and captivating. They 
particularly liked the image of 
Jonah hurtling downwards to the 
ocean bed with the hungry whale 
circling around him, a glint in his 
eye. 

The stories themselves, some very 
familiar to my children (like Joseph 
and his coat of tnany colours), and 
some less so (like the story of Ruth 
and Naomi) are presented in an 
exuberant, yet simple and down to 
earth way which seems to capture 
the drama of the Bible itself. 

In a market that caters well for 
Bible stories for pre-school 
children, it was good to come 
across a book aimed at their older 
siblings. Both the book and the CDs, 
which form part of Sir Cliff's 
celebrations of 50 years in 
showbusiness, caught my daughters' 
imaginations and provoked some 
lively theological discussions! 

Lorna Hind is a member of St 
James' Cowley 

50 Favourite Bible Stories 
selected and narrated by Cliff 
Richard is published in hardback 




unlock the potential 
of your Church property 
and advance your mission 



ECCLESI ASTI CALPRO P ERTYSOLUTION S+ 
abetterview.co.uk 01885 400311 




Home visit Will writing service 



Why choose us? 

• We visit you at home, at your convenience, 
at no cost and with no obligation on you. 

•We are members of the Society of Will Writers 

• We are experienced and ethical 



With a Will you, and not the government, 
decide where your assets should go. 

Making or updating a Will can help reduce anxiety 
and financial hardship for those left behind. 



LegiS Services UK iknkzd 
protecting your assets 



Visit vrww.legidsuk.com - Contact Paul Beck 01628 777620 paui.beck@legalsuk.com 



Use your will to: 

Protect your assets 
s/ Provide for chose you care for 
w' Make a charitable donation - tax free 
Provide peace of mind 



Wit and wisdom to help us 
explore the Bible 



THE Bible is a compilation of 
writings from a period of about a 
thousand years. It is around 1,200 
pages long and was written by many 
human authors. It is also the world’s 
best-selling book. Yet in common 
with many people I confess I have a 
sketchy knowledge of its form and 
content, and a sure feeling that there 
is much, much more I could learn. 

So, I was delighted to read David 
Winter’s The Bible made Clear’, 
beautifully illustrated and designed 
to make the Bible readily accessible, 
and to clarify the Divine message 
running through it. 

Anyone familiar with this author’s 
work will guess that here will be a 
straightforward approach to the 
task, with a plentiful supply of 
humour and wit. For example, in 
describing the fall of Adam and Eve, 
he explains how Adam blamed Eve, 
who in turn blamed the serpent: 
‘When it came to the serpent’s turn 
there were no scapegoats left - we 
might say, it hadn’t a leg to stand 
on.’ 

A few well-known stories from 
the Old and New Testaments are set 
out and then briefly analysed: Why 



is this story told; what does it mean? 
The book’s explanations seek to 
identify the underlying message 
from God and from Jesus. From the 
parable of the loaves and fishes we 
are shown how Jesus was feeding his 
disciples with heavenly food to give 
them eternal life, because Jesus is the 
‘bread of life’. 

In addition to the Bible ‘stories; 
the book analyses other criteria, 
including ethics and the issues 
surrounding the making of moral 
choices, who were the heroes and 
villains, what wisdom is to be 
found, and what does it tell us about 
the future. 

Finally, over the space of 25 
pages, we are given The reduced 
Bible’ covering the essential parts of 
the ‘plot’. 

This book makes a fascinating 
companion to the Bible. It is 
scholarly but straightforward, 
sincere but entertaining. Above all it 
seeks to identify the common thread 
running through the Bible that is the 
word of God, and to encourage us 
to be brave and explore. 

Dominic Jarman is a member of St 
Marys Church, Long Wittenham 



Win a copy of 
‘The Bible 
Made Clear’ by 
David Winter 

-You can enjoy David’s new book, 
The Bible made Clear’, at your 
leisure, with one of five free copies 
generously donated by publishers 
Lion Hudson. 

Winners will be drawn from a hat 
on 7 June. Send your request on a 
postcard marked David Winter book 
give-away, The Door, Diocesan 
Church House, North Hinksey Lane, 
Oxford, 0X2 ONB. 



THE BIBLE MADE 
CLEAR 

DAVID WINTER 
LION HUDSON 

£L92 
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Exclusive offer to readers of The Door 
_ „ „ _ * - 



Two for the Price of One on Ventura 
The Superliner Designed for Britain 



This cruise is operated in partnership 
with Peter Goord Travel and 



Holiday advertised is subject to availability and advertised 
price is subject to change. Terms and conditions apply. 



Arriving in April 2008, Ventura will be the largest cruise ship ever designed and built 
for the British market. She will embody a generous sense of space, freedom and choice, 
a distinctive luxury and style and the many exciting possibilities that new journeys can 
bring. Crafted to give her passengers a richer experience, every element of her holidays 
is being planned in meticulous detail. Bespoke, chic, fun and imaginative, this family friendly 
ship promises to be an inspired choice. 

Entering Ventura's impressive atrium, it will be clear that she is something of a destination 
in her own right. On board there will be cuisine created by world-famous British restaurateur 
Marco Pierre White. Opportunities for fun will range from 3D cinema and digital Scalextric 
to bungee trampolining or stilt-walking at her circus school. While moments of relaxation 
will abound with a luxurious spa and an array of tempting bars, cafes and 
restaurants at every turn. 



Canaries Cocktails 

28 Sept - 10 Oct 08 

12 nights from 
just £1114 per person 

Balcony cabins from 

just £1524 per person 

(price includes 50% discount) 

PLUS 

£35 per person on board credit 
(£70 per cabin) 

PLUS 

FREE PARKING at the port of 
Southampton. 

Departing Southampton • Madeira • 
Gran Canaria • Tenerife • Lanzarote • 
Lisbon • Vigo • Southampton 



Vibrant days will fade into eventful evenings with a venue for every mood and every 
occasion. And let's not forget the wonderful destinations, awe-inspiring vistas and 
adventures to be found along the way. A wonderfully eclectic array of lush islands, inspiring 
cities, chic resorts and rustic landscapes await, and passengers can experience a whole 
range of different destinations all in one holiday. 

For more Information on this exclusive offer 
and for bookings please contact us on freephone 



0800 048 1055 
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Advertising Feature 

A ‘Good’ Summer Read 



Summertime provides a wonderful opportunity for catching up with 
reading. If you are going away the travelling time by rail or plane 
offers plenty of time to sit back and relax with a book. If you are 
staying at home, time in the garden can be well spent reading. Many 
people like to get hooked on a thriller or romantic novel but have you 
thought of using the time wisely with a Christian book? 

Whilst many people see summertime reading as possibly getting lost 
in a novel at the airport, on the plane and then the beach, there are all 
sorts of other books to get into, the time away offering the chance to 
study a little deeper, maybe reflect a little more without the 
distractions of normal day to day living. 

If you are into music, and who isn't?, there are some excellent books 
around on the subject. Tony Jasper, who has dozens of books to his 
name takes a look at all forms of worship music and suggests how to 



make the most of everything from well loved and established 
traditional hymns to the various forms of more contemporary material 
available. Jasper knows music inside out and has written books on 
secular music and pop as well as his Christian books, and his latest 
offering 'Next we shall sing' is a must for choirmasters and anyone 
else interested in music in worship. If you are looking for works on a 
specific composer then Grasshopper Publishing are offering a whole 
range of books looking at the work of Charles Wesley and Isaac 
Watts. Each one has a complimentary CD with it so you can play it in 
the car or on your earphones while you are reading the book. 

The summer is also a good time to look at the new academic year 
that starts in September, as it does for many church organisations 
meeting up again after their summer break. Study and preparation at 
this time can lead to a more relaxed start to the new year. 

There is a tremendous selection available from your local Christian 
bookshop or direct by mail by phone or website. There are books for 
all ages from novels to study books. Christian bookshops do a 
wonderful job of outreach keeping all sorts of books available for 
those who are searching and maybe on the first steps towards a real 
faith, remember them when you are looking for your post cards or 
gifts as your custom helps to keep them alive and in business. 

Some readers may also be interested in spending the time, putting 
their own thoughts or memories to paper and start on creating a work 
of their own. It is often said that we all have a book within us yet very 
few of us search it out. You can prepare it yourself and get it printed 
in a local digital print shop or its possible to call on the help of one of 
this country’s self publishing companies. 



Grasshopper Publishing 

FAVOURITE HYMNS 

Volumes I-X by Derrick. Hanson 
have themes as diverse as Christmas, 

‘Our Time’, Poetry, Prayer 
Scripture, Special Occasions, 

Charles Wesley s hymns and the 
music of the Great Composers 
together with historical background, 
words, music, etc. - beginning with 
Isaac Watts, ‘the father of English 
hymnody’. 

Each volume has a complimentary 
CD of the chosen tunes. 

For an illustrated leaflet, please 
contact Grasshopper Publishing Ltd., Box 95, 
Liverpool L37 7WX, or Tel: 01704-874040 
or www.grasshopperpublishing.ltd.uk. 







in his book Next We Shall Sing 

Tony Jasper discusses: 

• How to make the most of traditional 
hymns and tunes in the 2 1 ^ century'. 

• Those trends in modem music that otYer 
a more satisfying option than choruses. 

• What on earth to do about the surfeit of 
hapless material for young people. . . 



T he author could help you run a thought-provoking 
event. You are invited to contact him through his 
site: iasperian.org 

ISBN: 978- 1 8979 1 3-82-6 £9.99 p/b 256pp 

"Hymnological applecarts upset 
like moneychanger's tables" 
John Marsh, URC Moderator 




PLACES TO VISIT 



Advertising focus 

So much to do in the 
summertime 

With the arrival of summer, almost everyone’s mind turns to 
days out and special events. Churches will be planning 
flower festivals, art exhibitions and other events. 

Further afield there will be so many places to visit and things 
to do. 

The South of England has more than its share of special 
Christian festivals and bible camps, that start in the 
springtime and last right through to the end of August. There 
are many other secular events to attract our attention and 
make demands on our time. 

Country gardens and walks offer a chance to get away from 
the frustrations of day-to-day living and relax in a more 
natural environment. Zoos and other attractions featuring 
animals always appeal to Christians of all ages; perhaps it’s 
our early teachings of Noah and his ark. 

The years have seen the arrival of themed parks attracting 
families by the thousand but there is still a strong desire to 
visit places from the past, steeped in history and spirituality. 



S>t CZatkcdtal 

Pembrokeshire 




Open 8.00am to 6.00pm 



01437^20199 



The building dates 
back from 12th century 
and the ceilings are of 
special interest. 

■ DAILY SERVICES 

■ BOOKSHOP 

■ CONCERTS 

■ GUIDED TOURS 

■ DISABLED ACCESS 



www.stdavidscathedral.org.uk 



Cathedrals, churches and churchyards are often a draw to 
the traveller either on holiday in a different part of the 
country or just a respite for a local person seeking a break 
from the day’s events. The Oxford diocese has an amazing 
choice of places to visit from the historic buildings of the 
University city of Oxford itself, to countless other attractions 
such as Banbury, Windsor and Aylesbury to name just a few. 
With beautiful countryside within easy reach, a good healthy 
walk gives us a chance to wonder afresh at the spectacle 
that is creation. 



Everyone has different ideas on how to spend their leisure 
time, but the important thing is to spend it wisely. If you're 
stopping off for some refreshment keep an eye open to see 
if a nearby church or cathedral has a coffee shop. Somehow 
their teas and cakes always seem to be more wholesome 
than many of the high street chains. These short visits 
provide a valuable income for many of our churches and 
cathedrals. If you are in a secular coffee shop make your 
mark by asking for a Fairtrade drink. 






Sponsored Feature 



Solar Power 




With recent advances in Technology 
coupled with new government grants 
available to all homeowners Installing 
both solar electric and hot water 
systems have become a worthwhile 
investment in the UK. In the South West 
we get the best performance from Solar 
in the British Isles and surprisingly not far 
below Northern Spain in pv electric 
performance as this can slow down 
markedly in hot conditions. 

Solar panel efficiencies in low light 
conditions have improved markedly in 
recent years and the value of solar 
electric exported has also risen 
dramatically with Scottish and 
Southern’s announcement 
that they will pay 1 8p a unit 
for exported energy. 

After the earlier difficulty of 
obtaining grants, they are 
now simple to get online 
and set to £2,500 per 
house and 50% of costs to 
Churches, village Halls, 
charities and schools. 

Solarsense have installed 
1000s of domestic solar 
systems since inception in 1994, and 
many community systems including 
solar Thermal at Iona community, Wales 
first church installation, Batheaston and 
Chewmagna church of England schools 
an the areas largest solar system at 
Sidcot school. 



“£ 2,500 < 
availabh 
houses & 
off cost to 
churches, village 
halls, schools 
etc..." 



(Setting Into hot 

When we think 
about capturing the 
energy in daylight, 
we immediately 
think of the heat and power 
provided by the sun - then we 
look up and see the all too 
familiar cloudy skies above the 
UK. Surprisingly, even on the 
cloudiest days we receive 
energy from indirect sunlight 



(diffuse solar radiation). In fact, 
we get so much diffuse solar 
radiation from our cloudy skies in 
the UK that we receive around 
60% of the solar radiation found 
at the equator! By harnessing 
the energy available in daylight, 
properties in the UK can easily 
meet their needs for hot water. 
Modem lifestyles need a flexible 
supply of hot water. Although 
daylight can provide all of your 
hot water, you can't turn it on 



when you want to. Our solar system 
is designed to compliment your 
original hot water system to create 
the flexibility you need. 

The average household needs the 
equivalent of 3000 kilowatt hours 
(kWh) of energy per year to provide 
all of its hot water. The map shows 
that energy in daylight can provide 
at least 900 kWh per square metre 
of roof per year. 

Qmnt for Bath primary gofmol 

Solarsense helped Bath Easton 
Primary School get 100% green 
fund grant to install a mix of 
renewable energy including solar 
PV. solar thermal, a display wind 
generator, hydropower, and the 
children's favourite, a solar fountain 
in the playground. Recently shown 
on BBC West with the 
children taking visitors around the 
displays, explaining how they work. 
Junior mhooi's GQ2 
giving 

Solarsense installed 5 kw of PV to 
the new junior school building with 
a display in the reception area 
showing C02 savings for children 
and parents to view. And 
Solarsense has recently completed 
a 300 solar tube thermals system 
for the indoor pool which is the 
largestsolar system installed in 
Somerset. 



For more details ring 01275 3941 no ot n/N lit www,' solarsense • ik < < h i ■ 




i Blessing for Wales' first 
j solar powered church 

Solar panels on top of Wales’ first 
solar powered church received a 
blessing and were officially 
inaugurated by the Archbishop of 
Wales. 

Part of a £750,000 grant was used to 
fit 30 solar panels to St Joseph’s 
Church in Aberdare. The panels were 
a part of a larger refurbishment 
programme. 

Speaking with the local press, Parish 
Priest, Father David Way told how the 
installation had recharged the 
congregation. "People have literally 
been re-energised and there is much 
more of a buzz about our future now," 
he said. 

The use of low energy light bulbs 
alongside of the panels has made the 
church self-sufficient in its use of 
electricity. It is able to sell excess 
electricity into the national grid. 
Encouraged by the results so far, the 
church’s environmental team is now 
looking at rainwater harvesting 
amongst other projects that also 
include better ways of heating. 
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‘Leaders in Mission’ in Canterbury 



Bishop Colin sets the scene for the 2008 Lambeth 



MORE than 600 bishops; over 
500 spouses (with a separate, 
parallel conference); and 
dozens of ecumenical guests 
will arrive in Canterbury for a 
two-and-a-half week 

conference this July. The 
challenge is to ensure that all of 
them have a chance to share 
their views and, perhaps above 
all else, that everybody has the 
time and space in which to 
listen. I am, of course, talking 
about the Lambeth 
Conference. 

The overarching theme of the 
conference is that of the Bishop 
as a Leader in Mission. This 
will take us into a number of 
closely related areas. 

Evangelism will be high up 
the agenda as will our 
relationships with our fellow 
human beings and the world 
God has placed us in. After all, 
all Mission is His Mission to 
His World. HIV/AIDS, Global 
Warming, the Millennium 
Development Goals all feel 
very different when you are 
living in Kenya or the Sudan or 
Burma or Bangladesh or the 
low lying islands of the Pacific. 
There is an immediacy to the 
challenges faced by our bishops 
in those nations and I am 



looking forward to learning 
from them at first hand. 

Then there are questions 
about how we use the Bible in 
our ministries, how we relate 
with other churches and other 
faiths, and how we relate to 
each other across our 
Communion. And what about 



'There will not be a 
string of resolutions - 
indeed there won't be 
any. Instead I hope 
that all of us will have 
been re-energised and 
re-envisioned for our 
part in God's Mission 
to God's World.' 



sex? Well, it will feature, as it 
must do, but not, I hope, to the 
detriment of all these other 
vitally important issues. 

Each day will begin with a 
Eucharist. Then, after 
breakfast, we will break into 
groups of eight (the same each 
day) to study John’s Gospel. 
After coffee five of those 
groups will meet together to 



look in more depth at some of 
the challenges we face as 
Bishops in Mission. After 
lunch and a bit of down-time, 
there will be a variety of 
workshops and seminars, 
chaired by bishops for bishops, 
tackling some of these issues at 
still greater depth. 

Finally, in the evening, there 
will either be plenary sessions 
(when all the Bishops come 
together) with a keynote 
speaker, or ‘free time’ 
providing opportunity for any 
number of groups with a 
common interest to get 
together. 

And what will have 
happened by the end? Well 
there will not be a string of 
resolutions - indeed there 
won’t be any. Instead I hope 
that all of us will have been re- 
energised and re-envisioned for 
our part in God’s Mission to 
God’s World. Please pray that 
that would indeed become a 
reality. 

Bishop Colin is a member of 
the Lambeth Conference 
international '. Design Group \ 
appointed by the Archbishop 
of Canterbury to advise him on 
the 2008 programme. 



Conference 

How to support 
the Conference 

CHRISTIANS in the Anglican 
Communion are being 
encouraged to follow and 
support the work of the Lambeth 
Conference. 

A range of resources, 
including prayer bookmarks and 
posters are available from the 
organisers - email 
anna.potts@lambethconference. 
org - and can be viewed on the 
official conference website 
www.lambethconference.org 

The Bishops and their 
spouses will join small Bible 
Study Groups during the three- 
week conference, to look at the 
‘I am’ statements made by 
Jesus in John’s gospel, using 
the specially published People’s 
Bible Commentary on St John’s 
Gospel by Richard Burridge, 
which you or your Bible Study 
Group may also like to follow. 
The book is available from the 
Bible Reading Fellowship, price 
£8.99 on www.brf.org.uk 



News 



Celebrations in Cape Town 




Above, Bishops John and Colin relax with members 
of our twin diocese, Kimberley and Kuruman (K&K), 
after the formalities of the Installation of 
Archbishop Thabo Makgoba in Cape Town. 

Martyn Percy, principal of Ripon College, 
Cuddesdon and the Oxford Ministry Course, writes: 
'The Cathedral of St George, Cape Town, was packed 
out for the installation of the new Archbishop, 
formerly Bishop of Grahamstown.The Oxford 
Diocese was represented at the service by Bishop 
John, Bishop Colin, the Ven Karen Gorham, 
Archdeacon of Buckingham, and me, there to 
celebrate our many links with the Province and 
dioceses of the Anglican Church of South Africa. 

'The service took just under four hours and the 
liturgy used all 18 official languages of the 
Province. Archbishop Desmond Tutu anointed the 
hands of his successor, and President Thabo Mbeki 
spoke movingly of how the church was valued in its 
close working with society, often among the most 
needy and poor/ 

Bishop John's subsequently visited K&K with the 
Revd Nick Molony in a fact-finding tour to help 
strengthen the link as it moves into a new five-year 
phase. Later, he said he was looking forward to the 
new phase of working together for mutual benefit. 
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with your help we can continue 



to treat clergy for free 




To make a donation, please contact the Charity Coordinator on 020 7388 4954 
or write to: St Luke's Hospital for the Clergy, 14 Fitzroy Square, London WIT 6AH 
For more information visit: www.stlukeshospital.org.uk 

Registered Charity No. 209236 




Venice Simplon-Orient-Express 

A Very Special Offer 



A wonderful summer holiday for clients who wish to travel aboard 
the luxurious Orient-Express train between Venice and London. 




If you have a special occasion in 2008, why not celebrate in style on the Orient-Express train? 

From the moment you board the train, you take a step back in time to a bygone era when discerning travellers sought to travel in 
elegan t style — where they could rely on the highest levels of personal service, with delicious food served in a comfortable dining 
car, combined with a private sleeper cabin and civilised bar carriage where you can meet other like-minded travellers. To find 
that such travel opportunities still exist in the 21st century is remarkable — and a testament to the vision arid determination of 
the Sherwood family who devoted many years, and significant sums of money, to the restoration of the original Orient- Express 
carriages. The dark brown and gold livery of the British Pullman train and the immaculate Wagons-Lits of the Continental train 
now combine to provide you with a unique and unforgettable experience. 

The journey takes you through the magnificent scenery of the Italian Dolomites and the Swiss Alps. Throughout the journey you 
will be attended by your cabin steward, and you will enjoy delicious cuisine prepared by expert chefs. 

The package includes: one night in a private cabin on the Orient-Express with all meals, private water taxi transfers on arrival and 
on departure in Venice, one flight to or from Venice, 4 nights’ accommodation with breakfast at the wonderful 4* Deluxe Hotel 
Londra Palace in a lagoon view room, a complimentary bottle of Prosecco, a ticket to the Doge’s Palace, Kirker’s unique Guide 
Notes to recommended restaurants, museums and sightseeing, and the service of the Kirker Concierge. 



2008 Travel Dates and Prices 


Venice to London 


London to Venice 


6, 13 and 20 August 


7, 14 and 21 August 


£2,240 


£2,320 



Prices are per person based double occupancy. Other hotels and single supplements available on request. 

These prices represent a saving of over £ 500 per person on our usual 
Orient-Express packages and include a complimentary night 

at the Londra Palace hotel 



For more information on this exceptional offer and for bookings, please contact us on 

F RE EPHONE 0800 048 1055 

This holiday is operated in partnership with Peter Goord and Kirker Holidays. 4ll0 (§) 
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Christian Holiday, Retreat, 
and Conference Centre 
in the Channel Islands 



SHERBORNE 

Short breaks in Dorset 



Elegant, spacious, 2 bed, 
apartment in listed building 
close to Abbey Church. 

Open all year. 
Please ring for brochure: 

01404 841367 



GATWICK 

3-4 mins 

GABLE END 
A warm Irish welcome to our 
family run B&B. En-suite rooms 
& full English breakfast. 
Courtesy transport & car parking 

TEL: 01293 783679 

www.gable-end.com 



Lanzarote 

Playa Blanca 

Affordable family villa 
All dates available 

Tel 01454 260619 

i ininv. ivobtenhomes. co. uk 



PILGRIMAGES 
TO ISRAEL? 

Call the experts 

ITS - Pilgrimages 

Freephone 
Tel: 0800 0181 839 
www.itstravel.co.uk 
ATOL • ABTA • IATA 



ALGARVE 



Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near 
Carvoeiro. Own pool, 
all mod cons. Situated on 
Pestana Golf Resort. Golf, 
Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 



To advertise 

01752 225623 



Prices from £175 per week inclusive 
Call 07811 343335 (24 hours) 

for brochure or bookings 



Les Cotils Christian Retreat and Conference Centre is considered by 
many to be a haven of peace and tranquillity. Located above the 
picturesque harbour town of St Peter Port, on the beautiful Channel 
Island of Guernsey, Les Cotils has been identified as a special place 
that wonderfully regenerates the entire person. 

Les Cotils facilities include 27 en-suite bedrooms, guest tea rooms 
and a television lounge. There are two ’quiet’ lounges, featuring 
panoramic views overlooking the harbour and neighbouring islands. 
Guests are able to book on bed and breakfast or on half-board terms. 

The numerous thank you cards and comments in our guest book 
indicate our chef’s cooking abilities are second to none! For lunch or 
teas, Les Cotils Coffee Shop is open from 10am to 5pm Monday to 
Saturday, with a range of freshly made cakes and scones in addition 
to tasty sandwiches and daily hot specials. 

A well-stocked library and ecumenical programme add to the 
attraction of this unique destination. Whatever your reason may be 
for considering staying with us, we are confident that you will find 
Les Cotils a friendly , relaxing and comfortable environment. 
For up-to-date information of events visit our new website: 
. BC www Jescotils.com 

corns 

Les Cotils, 

St Peter Port Guernsey, 
Channel Islands GY1 1UU 

Tel: 01481 727793 



Fax 01481 701062 

Email: reception@lescotils.com 



Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 

Israel, Palestine & Jordan 

14 days guided tour in September 2008. 
Booking now open. 

• Visit key places 
• Meet interesting people 
• Learn more about the background 
and the current situation 

Experience the Spirituality of the Land 
£1 ,690 per person (sharing) 



The pilgrimage will be led by 
Rev'd Paul Baird 

and organised by Israel Travel Service 

For Full details 

Phone Paul on: 07802 431012 
5 Kensington Close, Bishopstoke SO50 6NS 
E-mail: pauldbaird@aol.com 



Holidays Abroad 



Secluded 
log cabins 

Pets welcome 
Beach nearby 

Short breaks 



Holidays At Home 

Hampton Manor 

Country House Hotel in the Tamar Valley 
with 4 Star guest accommodation 
Tranquil holidays - or Activity Weeks 
with high quality accommodation and cuisine 
at outstanding value 

But words alone are inadequate to tell all - so 
please visit our website www.hampfonnianor.co.uk 
or ask for a brochure &C programme of events: 
Hampton Manor, Alston, Callington, Cornwall 
PL17 8LX Tel: 01579 3 70494 

Still spaces on our Walking Week in Sept (14th-19th) 
Photography (Oct) or Bridge Playing (Nov) 



Glen Lodges, Rogart, Scotland - Your Highland Holiday Home 

A haven of reflection, peace and relaxation; This is part of the stunning view from your 
lounge/private balcony. Well-equipped and comfortably furnished. An excellent touring 
location for the Highlands offering scenery , beaches, wildlife, walking golf & fishing. 
Good access Inverness (& Airport) . 

Weeks from fL>42; View virtual tours, 
testimonials & availability on-line: 
www .Glen Lodges, net 

o 370*059+79 

(Ref. SA4-89 & S4490) 



Country Cottage - B&B 
Axbridge, Somerset 

Homefield Cottage is surrounded by countryside 
with views to Cheddar Gorge and Crook Peak 



Telephone: 01934 732578 
Email: bedandbreakfast@homefieldcottage.co.uk 
Web: www.homefieldcottage.co.uk 



Orancfuil Somerse t 



Cheddar 'Wells * Glastonbury 

Self catering, short and long stays. 

Our cottages are comfortable, warm, cosy and loved. 

www.pottingshedholidays.co.uk 
email: info@pottingshedholidays.co.uk 

01749 672857 



DEVON 

Twixt Croyde & Woolacombe 

2 double bedroomed bungalow 
in attractive village of 
Georgeham. In quiet location 
close to shop and pubs. 

1 mile from beach. Tel: 01761 
435580 or 01271 890281 



North Devon 

Newly refurbished 
holiday cottage, sleeping 
up to 6. 

2 miles from 
Hartland Point. 
Available July to October 
Enquires 01237 441790 
colinmartingb@tiscali.co.uk 



Freshwater East 
Pembrokeshire 

Well-equipped adjacent 
holiday homes. Beach 
250yds. Sleeps 1 to 6. 
From £180 pw. 
Clergy discount. 
Sorry no pets 
TEL 0151 486 2745 



Christian family has luxury six-berth caravan (privately 
owned) on the popular SHOREFIELD COUNTRY PARK near 
Lymington and New Forest. Excellent facilities on site 
including leisure centre and play areas. 



Travel insurance 

Arranged for The Door Readers 

ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

we have some of the best prices in the 
UK for anybody up to 85 years of age. 

SUMMER SPECIAL OFFER 
£20 OFF ANY ANNUAL POLICY 



For more information and 
details please call ~ 

0116 272 0500 

Authorised & regulated by the F.S.A. 
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Christmas Markets on the Danube 
featuring a 6 night Danube River Cruise 

8 Days: 19 Meals: 7 Breakfasts, 5 Lunches & 7 Dinners 




Tour Experiences: 

Wiirzburg . Rothenburg . Nuremberg . Regensburg . Passau . Wachau Valley • Vienna • Hofburg Palace • Vienna Opera House . Christmas Markets 



Prices (Twin): £985 per person 

Single Supplement: £240 per person 

Departure Date: 12th December 2008 

Optional Middle Deck Upgrades: Twin: £110/ Single £160 

We are delighted to offer you the opportunity to experience the 
magic of the Christmas markets with this exceptional tour onboard 
the wonderful M/S Amadeus Princess which cruises the River 
Danube. Enjoy the sights and spectacular scenery at a leisurely and 
relaxing pace with time for Christmas shopping and sampling the 
local food and wine. 



• Visit and shop in the famous Christmas markets of 
Rothenburg, Nuremberg, Regensburg, Passau and Vienna. 

• Unpack once for a relaxing 6 night Danube River cruise. 

• Explore Wurzburg, Germany, known as "the jewel of the Main 
River", and the lovely medieval town of Rothenburg. 

• Cruise through the Wachau Valley, the most picturesque 
region of the Danube River. 

• Experience an up-close look at the historic cities that adorn 
the Danube. 



All tours are accompanied by an experienced Collette Worldwide 
Tour Manager and feature regional dining experiences and 
many meals. 

Also included with this tour is a home door to door transfer 
to London Heathrow, special sightseeing trips and excursions, 
as well as scheduled flights with a reputable airline partner. 

Exclusive Tour Highlights: 

Return scheduled flights from London Heathrow, Home door 
to door transfers, Services of a Collette Tour Manager, Many Meals, 
Sightseeing and Excursions as detailed in the itinerary and Luggage 
Handling, Exceptionally low single supplement. 

For more information on this exceptional tour and for bookings, 
please contact us on 

FREEPHONE 0800 048 1055 

This tour is operated in partnership with Peter Goord and 
Collette Worldwide Holidays. 
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Holiday is subject to availability and advertised price subject to change. Single cabins are limited. Prices are based on 2 adults sharing a room departing London Heathrow. Prices are per person. 
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The Doorpost Courses, training, conferences & workshops 

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on church noticeboards. Please send your 
events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House. The deadline for the July/August 2008 issue is 11 June. 




Sat 31 May OXFORD Coffee 
Morning 8c Bnng and Buy’ for QMS 
103Qam-lpm at St Andrew’s North 
Oxford 

Sat 31 May CHALFONT ST 
PETER An evening of music 
from Handel to Rogers 8c 
Hammerstein at All Saints’ 
Church, Oval Way. 8pm. Tickets 
£12 Tel 01753 883384. 

Sat 31 CHALFONT ST PETHI All 
Saints Muse Festival 8pm. Evening of 
Chamber Music. 01753 883384. 

Sin 1 JUIEMJON KEYNES 
Walk for Willen Hospice. 1030am- 
130pm Walk for all the family around 
Willen Lakes. 01908 306991. 

S^i 1 BECKLEY 6pm Catherine 
Mackintosh 8c Geoffrey Govieq sonatas 
for violin fortepiano. Tickets£lOat 
door 01865 351270. 

Hies 3 OXFORD St Mary the 
Virgin. Friendship Walk led by 
Bishop of Oxford. 6.30pm from 
Synagogue in Richmond Rd. 

Thur 5 OXFORD Retired Clergy 
Association: The County of 
Oxfordshire’: Hugo Brunner Esq. 
10.15am coffee in the Priory Room. 
12noon Bring and share lunch. 
Thur 5 STOKE POGES 
Ministry of Hospitality &c Prayer. 
Stoke Park Farm, Park Rd. 10am- 
12.30pm. The life of Hildegard of 
Bingen. The Ven. Karen Gorham. 
Thur 5 BANBURY Peter Adams 
(cellist) St Mary’s Church 1pm 
01295 275772. 

Fri 6 OXFORD A Celebration 
Concert for Emmaus Oxford 
Chamber Music for a Summer’s 
Evening. £35/£20 inc. glass of wine in 
Cathedral Garden. 01865402073. 
Sat 7 GREAT MISSENDEN 
Friends of Holy Trinity Prestwood: 
‘Romancing the Stone’ with John 
Benjamin, BBC Antiques 
Roadshow. Tickets £10 inc glass 
of wine from 01494 
863627/01494 565535. 



Sat 7 WCTHI STR A TFORD Service 
of Dedication by Bishop of Buckingham 
Memorial to Revd John Masco. 5pm 
Details 01280 847135. 

Sat 7 LITTLE MILTON Church 
Fete 2-5pm held in the Manor 
Gardens. Gold Street. A lovely 
traditonal village fete in a beautiful 
setting to be opened by Monsieur 
Raymond Blanc. 0 1 844 2781 20. 
Sat 7 STOKE POGES St Giles 
Church, 7.30pm. Heritage Fund 
Concert. Rodney Friend & 
Friends play Mostly Mozart. 
£30/£20. 01753 648040. 

Sat 7/Sun 8 WOOTTON-BY- 
WOODSTOCK Flower Festival 
and open gardens 2-6pm Craft 
exhibition, teas, plant/cake stall. 
Concert by The Cathedral Singers 
(Sat 7.30pm) Songs of Praise (Sun 
6.15pm). 

Sun 8 PRINCES 
RISBOROUGH Celebrating 25 
years of Nursery Service/Friday 
Zone. Morning praise 10am St 
Mary’s Church contact 01844 
342311. 

Sun 8 DOUAI ABBEY 3pm 

Reading Bach Choir; Howells 
Requiem, Britten Hymn to St 
Cecilia, Frank Martin Mass, 
bookings 0118 9470104. 

Sun 8 HORSPATH Gardens 
open 8c floral display in St Giles 
Church with plant stall and teas 1- 
6pm. 01865 872793. 

Hies 10 HOOK NORTON St 
Peter’s church at 7.30pm. Service 
for Prayer for Healing of body, 
mind 8c spirit. 

Thur 12 STOKE POGES Ministry 
of Hospitality & Prayer Stoke Park 
Farm, Park Rd 10am-12pm 

Thur 12 WOODSTOCK 

Churches Together in Oxfordshire: 
7.15pm at Woodstock Methodist 
Church. Prayers followed by Fr 
Ian Graham on ‘A Study 
Conference at Tantur in the Holy 



Land’. 

Thur 1 2 OXFORD Council of 
Christians 8c Jews. 8pm AGM 
followed by talk by Bishop of 
Oxford at Friends’ Meeting 
House, St Giles. 

Sat 14 GREAT MISSENDEN 

Lee Church Fete 2pm in aid of St 
John the Baptist Church on The 
Lee Green. Stalls, donkey 
cart/pony rides, etc. Info 01494 
837309. 

Sat 14 BUCKLAM) St Mary’s 
Church. 730 Onel College Choir in 
conceit Tickets £10 eadV£730 8c £20 
family from 01235 550589/10367 
870501 

Sat 14 CHALFONT ST PETER The 

Band of HM Royal Marines, 
Portsmouth. Concert with Beating the 
Retreat Geremony at All Saint’s Church, 
Oval Way 7pm Tickets inc BBQ 
£18/£13 contact 01753 883384. 

Sat 14/Sun 15 SHIFFORD 
Flower Festival St Mary’s. Church 
open 2-5pm with Evensong 6pm 
on Sun. Refreshments. 01993 
850152. 

Sat 14 HIGH WYCOMBE 

Organ Recital by Jon Lee. 12noon. 

Sat 14 IVINGHOE Summer 
Fete Parade 1.30pm at Pitstone 
Memorial Hall. Arrive at the 
Lawn, Ivinghoe 2pm. 

Sun 15 ABINGDON Day4Men 
at Christ Church, Northcourt 
Road, Contact 01235 539172 for 
information. 

Sun 15 AMERSHAM Creative, 
contemplative worship . 
Imaginative use of teaching, liturgy, 
music & stillness. St Michael 8c 
All Angels. 6pm. 01494 726680. 
Wed 18 OXFORD Crowther 
Centre for Mission Education. All 
day event on Mission, Empire 8c 
Globalisation. 01865 787400. 
Thur 19 STOKE POGES 
Ministry of Hospitality 8c Prayer 
Stoke Park Farm, Park Rd. 10am- 



12.30pm. ‘Once upon a sign’ led 
by Revd Mike Smith. 

Thur 19 OXFORD 6.15pm at 
Quaker Meeting House - Launch 
of the Oxford Council of Faiths. 
Sat 21 HAMBLEDEN 

‘Fanfare for an organ’ (Colin 
Druce - organ 8c Andrew stone- 
Fewings -trumpet) St Mary the 
Virgin. 7.30pm. tickets £10 at 
door 01491 571588. 

Sat 21/Sun 22 OXFORD St 
Mary’s, Barton. Sat 10am- lpm 
8c 3-5pm; Sun 11.30am-4pm. 
with Dedication Service at 10am. 
Flower Festival for 50th 
Anniversary. 

Sat 21/Sun 22 STANDLAKE 

Flower Festival: Midsummer 
Madness. Sat. 10.30am-5.30pm 
Concert by Brize Singers 7.30pm. 
Sunday 9.30am Communion. 

6pm Songs of Praise. 01865 
300422. 

Sui 22 IHVBURY Healing Service 
with laying on of hands at Holy 
Communion 1030pm St Mary’s, New 
Road, Greenham 01635 41075. 

Thur 26 STOKE POGES 

Ministry of Hospitality 8c Prayer. 
Stoke Park Farm, Park Rd. 10am- 
12.30pm. 

Fri 27 F1NGEST Healing 
Service with Laying on of hands 
and anointing at Holy Communon 
10.15am. 01491 571231. 

Fri 27 BOTLEY Gospel Choir 
Concert at SS Peter 8c Paul 
Church. 7pm. Tickets £6.40 Call 
01865 726676. 

SAT 28 OLNEY Cherry Fair; 
Children’s Fancy Dress, Dog Show, 
etc. At the Glebe Field 8c Parish 
Church, Church Street from lpm. 
Fri 29 NEWTON LONGVILLE 
Gardens open 2-6pm. Plant stalls, 
teas, £3 admission children free. 
Proceeds to St Faith’s Church. 
01908 375794. 



Courses, Special Events 



AFTERNOON 
CREAM TEAS 

Henley on Thames 

Chantry House teas 2- 
5pm every Sunday and 
Bank Holiday throughout 
summer.. 

Hughenden Park 

Delicious Cream Teas, 
with homemade cakes 
and scones, every Sunday 
and Bank Holiday 2.15- 
5.15pm at Church House, 
Hughenden Park until 19 
October. * 

Denham St Mark’s 
Church will be open every 
Sunday afternoon until 1 9 
October for teas and 
cakes. Contact 01895 
833371. 

LEARNING FROM 
THE MASTERS 

Traditional English 
Watercolours: Painting 
Country Churches at St 
Helen’s Church Berrick 
Salome, South Oxon. Sat 

7 June 10am-5pm 8c Sun 

8 June 2-5pm. Tel. 01865 
340633. 

QUIET SPACES in 
Dorchester Abbey The 

sacred space within our 
Abbey walls is known for 
its gentle and quiet 
welcome and we are now 
inviting visitors to absorb 
this enriching atmosphere 
in a series of quiet 
evenings. 

Friday 20th June 8.30- 
10pm. Contemplate Carl 
Gabriel’s interfaith wire 
sculptures, meditate on 
the symbolism within the 
new Fiigh Altar frontal, 



walk the labyrinth 8c 
enjoy a glass of wine. 
01865 340633. 

Pilgrimage to Israel 

Spend a week in Israel. 
14-21 February 2009. 
Staying in Jerusalem and 
Tiberias, visiting all the 
well known holy sites. 
Contact Revd Tim Eady 
01753 653131. 
Cathedral Voices 
across half a 
Millennium Wednesday 
10 September to Sunday 
14 September 2008. Join 
an exciting journey 
through half a millennium 
of English church music! 
This event will appeal to 
the informed enthusiast 
and amateur music lover 
alike, and to all who wish 
to leam more about an 
intriguing national 
musical heritage. The 
programme is led by 
Stephen Darlington, 
Director of Music at 
Christ Church and is 
presented by Oxford 
tutors and renowned 
experts. For further 
information contact 
01865 286848. 

ST MARY’S MUSIC 
WEEKEND, Chalgrove 

13-15 June - a weekend of 
music ranging from 
choral, folk to opera, song 
recital, Come and Sing, 
Messiah to Taize. Tickets 
for entire weekend £25 
available from 01865 
891357. More 
information at 
www.chalgrovechurch.org 



Services at 
Christ Church 
Cathedral 

Sundays 8am Holy 
Communion; 10am 
Matins (coffee in 
Priory Room); 

1 1.15am Sung 
Eucharist; 6pm 
Evensong. 

Weekdays: 7.15am 
Matins; 7.35am 
Holy Communion; 
1-1. 10pm Praying at 
One (Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday 
8c Friday); lpm 
Wednesday only 
Holy Communion; 
6pm Evensong 
(Thursday Sung 
Eucharist 6pm) 

The memorial 
service for the Rt 
Revd Kenneth 
Woolcome, former 
Bishop of Oxford, 
takes place at 6pm 
on 28 May. 

Cathedral Office 
01865 276155 ; 
Cathedral Secretary 
sally-ann. 

fora@chch. ox.ac. uk; 



BBC Radio 
Oxford 95.2 
FM 

BBC Radio 
Berkshire 
104.1 FM 
BBC Three 
Counties 
95.5, 104.5 & 
103.8 FM 
Sunday Show 
6-9am 



June Prayer Diary Compiled by John Manley 



'Peace be within your walls and 
tranquillity within your palaces. 
For my kindled and 
companions' sake, I will pray 
that peace be with you . ' Psalm 
122 : 7-8 

Let us pray to God our Father 
through Jesus Christ His Son, in 
the power of the Holy Spirit for: 
THE SECOND SUNDAY 
AFTER TRINITY 
Sun 1 Oxford Deanery. For 
area dean Anthony Ellis; synod 
lay chair Peter Bridges; 
industrial chaplain Peter 
Steddon; ecumenical 

representative Steve Hellyer; 
LLM Jeanne Lindley. 

Mon 2 Oxford Deaf Church: 
clergy Ben Whitaker, Roger 
Williams; LLM Bruce Armour. 
Diocesan council for the deaf: 
chair Ian Cohen. Oxford Deaf 
Choir: M Perfitt. 

TUe 3 Archbishop Rowan and 
the world wide Anglican 
communion. 

Wed 4 Kidlington with 
Hampton Poyle: clergy Anthony 
Ellis, Hilary Campbell, Jim 
Turner, William Whyte; LLM 
Lesley Heffer 

Thu 5 Boniface, bishop, martyr 



North Hinksey: clergy Anthony 
Rustell, W Browning, Philip 
Budd, Rodney Hill; LLM Ken 
Goff. 

Fri 6 Oxford St Aldate: clergy 
Charlie Cleverly, Gordon 
Hickson, Simon Ponsonby; 
student pastors; lay pastor Anita 
Cleverly; worship pastor Martin 
Layzell; youth worker Oli 
Benyon; children's worker Rachel 
Smith. 

Sat 7 Those attending the Living 
Faith Day at King's Centre, 
Oxford. Oxford St Andrew: 
clergy Andrew Wingfield Digby, 
Shaun Atkins, Elisabeth 
Goddard, Will Pearson-Gee; 
LLMs David Bendor-Samuel, 
Paul Clifford, Donald Hay, 
David Wright; youth worker 
Andy McConville. 

THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY 

Sun 8 Pray for Bishop John as 
he begins his second year as 
diocesan bishop. 

Mon 9 Columba, abbot, 
missionary For area bishops 
Bishop Colin, Bishop Stephen, 
Bishop Alan and the 
archdeacons Julian Hubbard, 
Norman Russell and Karen 



Gorham. 

Tile 10 For Bishop's advisers 
and officers. 

Wed 11 BARNABAS THE 
APOSTLE For area deans and 
their clergy chapters. 

Thu 12 For retired and non- 
parochial clergy. 

Fri 13 Oxford St Barnabas 
and St Paul: clergy Jonathan 
Beswick, Dennis Mason; LLM 
Maggie Ellis. 

Sat 14 Oxford St Ebbe with 
Holy Trinity and St Peter-le- 
Bailey: clergy Vaughan 

Roberts, Peter Wilkinson, 
Samuel Allberry, Julian 
Bidgood. 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY 
AFTER TRINITY 

Sun 1 5 Oxford St Giles and St 
Philip and St James with St 
Margaret: clergy Andrew 

Bunch, Georgie Simpson; 
LLMs David Longrigg, Paula 
Clifford. 

Mon 1 6 Richard, bishop 
Oxford St Mary Magdalen: 
clergy Peter Groves; LLM 
Patrick Boyd Maunsell. 

TUe 1 7 The officers in 
diocesan boards and councils. 
Oxford St Mary the Virgin with 



St Cross with St Peter in the 
East: clergy Brian Mountford, 
Craig D'Alton, Hugh 
Phillipson, Charlotte Bannister- 
Parker, Jonathan Herapath. 
Wed 18 Oxford St Matthew: 
clergy Steve Hellyer, Jane 
Sherwood, Mike Rayner, Tim 
Bradshaw; LLM Jane Usher: 
youth worker Yvonne Morris. 
Thu 19 Oxford St Michael 
and St Martin and All Saints: 
clergy Hugh Lee, Clive Holmes, 
Gregory Platten. Oxford St 
Thomas with St Frideswide and 
Binsey: clergy John Hunwicke. 
Fri 20 South with New 
Hinksey: clergy James 

Wilkinson, Balwant Singh. 
Summertown: clergy Jan 

Rushton, William Pryor; LLM 
Margaret Clarke. 

Sat 21 Wolvercote: clergy Mark 
Butchers, Joanna Coney, Viv 
Bridges, Rachel Weir; LLM Tony 
Lemon; children's worker Anne 
Barken 

THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY 

Sun 22 All who maintain the 
fabric of our church buildings, 
whether on a diocesan scale 
with professional skills or the 



local scale with loving care. 
Mon 23 Etheldreda, abbess 
Rural communities and the 
work of the church in meeting 
their particular needs. Diocesan 
rural officer Glyn Evans; 
archdeaconry rural officer John 
Townend; deanery officers 
Anne Hartley, John Hirons, 
Anne Kelaart, Roy Lambourne, 
Gillian Ovey, members of the 
Rural Officers Team. 

TUe 24 BIRTH OF JOHN 
THE BAPTIST Vale of the 
White Horse Deanery. For 
Area dean Richard Hancock; 
synod lay chair Jeff 
Greenhalgh. 

Wed 25 Ember Day 
Cherbury with Gainfield: 
clergy Sally Welch, Joy 
Hance; LLM Meg Terry. 
Faringdon with Little 
Coxwell: clergy Charles 

Draper, in training Helen 
Wilson; LLM G Scott-Brown; 
youth worker Simon Faulks. 

Thu 26 Preordination retreat 
at Ripon College; to the 
diaconate: Robert Baker, David 
Cloake, Paul Collins, Max 
Diaz-Butron, Mark Dolphin, 
Christopher Gaynoi; Phillip Jack, 



Helen O'Sullivan, Alan Ramsay, 
David Salter, Graham Stacey, 
Kate Stacey, Jonathan Mobey, 
Janet Taft; to the priesthood: 
Timothy Bustin, Mark Griffiths, 
Paul Mansell, Kay Peck, Robert 
Tobin, Rachel Weir, James Baker; 
Anne Bell, Paul Bradish, Hugh 
Boorman, Bruce Keeble, Matthew 
Stevens, Brian Whitley, Gill 
Hancock, Ian Biscoe, David 
Huss, Sarah Parkinson, John 
Tattersall, Jeff West; retreat 
conductor Judith Hirst. 

Fri 27 Ember Day Great 
Coxwell with Buscot, Coleshill 
and Eaton Hastings: clergy John 
Noddings. 

Sat 28 Ember Day Irenaeus, 
bishop, teacher Shrivenham and 
Ashbury: clergy Richard Hancock; 
LLM Rodney Elton. 

THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY 

Sun 29 PETER AND PAUL, 
APOSTLES. For those being 
ordained to the diaconate or ^ 
priesthood today. 

Mon 30 Stanford in the Vale with 
Goosey and Hatford: clergy Michael 
Wenham, Barbara Webb, Charles 
Patterson; LLMs Angela Gosden, Jill 
Smith, Peter Stallabrass. Uffington, 










I want to be confirmed because although I 
know that I’m already as close to God as I 
can be, and that he’s with me all the time, 

I want to make it official. 

I’m 12 years old and have always gone 
to church in Didcot with my family. My 
parents didn’t have me baptised as a baby, 

I was dedicated instead so that I could 
make my own choices. I decided to be 
baptised when I was 10. 

I belong to a club at church called 
Lazers which meets every week. A few of 
us from there are being confirmed together 
and over the last 10 weeks we have met to 
talk about what we understand about the 
Bible and being a Christian. 

We watched some really good DVDs by 
an American man who talked about things 
such as good ways to tell other people 
about God, and how it might be better to 
find peaceful places to talk to God. They 
all added up to having patience really, so 
hopefully I’ve learned that. I’m quite good 
most of the time, except with my sister! 

My friend was gutted when she missed 
my baptism so she’ll definitely be there to 
watch me this time. 

I’m not sure what changes it will make 
for me. Some of the people at church 
might treat me in a more adult way 
because they will know I can make grown 
up decisions. Now all I need to do is 
decide what to wear! 

Jasmine goes to All Saints Church , Didcot. 



TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 

Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 
and Robemakers 
109 COWLEY ROAD 
OXFORD 0X4 1 HU 
TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022 
www.taylorsofoxford.com 
• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 

• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 

• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 

• Girdles and Cinctures • Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 

t 



-J 'What is the ~u 
Book of Common Prayer 
but privileged access , 
through the resonance 
of language, to the mind 
of God?' 

FAY WELDON 

Join the 



PRAYER BOOK 
SOCIETY 

www.prayerbcxik.org.uk Tel: 01189 842582 

- Reg, charity no. 1099295 Company 

“l Limited by Guarantee No. 4786973V * 



Reading church puts 
prayer on the menu 




Bv Chris Ledger. LLM and Gill Beard 
THREE years ago, our vicar at Greyfriars 
Church, Jonathan Wilmot, suggested drawing 
together a group of like-minded people to 
pray about development of a healing ministry. 
Six of us began to meet monthly to seek God’s 
heart for His vision. Over 18 months we came 
up with a lot of bright ideas but as we learned 
to listen to God we kept hearing ‘Wait - now 
is not the time.’ 

In the meantime we became more 
passionate to reach the people of Reading 
with Jesus’ healing love, challenged by these 
verses: ‘Go into all the world . . . and these 
signs will accompany those who believe . . . 
they will place their hands on sick people and 
they will get well.’ (Mark 15,18) 

Just before Christmas 2006 God spoke to 
us, saying ‘it’s time to get your feet wet’. So a 
small team of somewhat nervous individuals 
took a step into the unknown, and the Prayer 
Cafe (PC) was born. 

We set up a ‘prayer tent’ outside the church, 
filled our church room with mince pies and 
coffee, put on our hats, gloves and scarves and 
went onto the street to invite the passers-by 
inside for physical and spiritual refreshment. 
We were overwhelmed with God’s goodness 
and power; people flooded in and we saw our 
vision of God pouring out his healing love 
come to fruition as we came alongside people, 
listening to their stories, praying with them. 

Since then our team has grown, with over 



But Barnabas took him, brought him to the 
apostles, and described for them how on the 
road he had seen the Lord, who had spoken 
to him, and how in Damascus he had spoken 
boldly in the name of Jesus. 9 Acts 9:27 

THERE are some people who are renowned 
for what they have done, and some who are 
renowned for enabling others to do wonderful 
things. As we celebrate the feast of St 
Barnabas this month, we are saluting 
someone who falls into the second category. 

Indeed, if it had not been for Barnabas Saul 
(Paul) might have remained a fringe figure in 
the church at Damascus, suspected by its 
leaders of being a ‘plant’ from the Jewish 
authorities and frozen out of leadership or 
ministry. 

To understand their hesitations about Paul’s 
alleged conversion on the Damascus road, one 
would have to imagine Richard Dawkins 
suddenly announcing on the Today 
programme that he had become a Christian 
and was being prepared for baptism - and 
that he would now like to help the Church to 
counter the ugly tide of secularism. 

Fortunately for Paul there was Barnabas, 
living up to his name, which means literally 
‘Son of Consolation’ or, more simply, 
‘Encourager’. His willingness to take risks 
with people, to think the best of them and 



300 people from 
Greyfriars, and from 
1 1 other churches, 
i nvolved, whether 
making cakes, being 
Prayer Partners, or 
being involved on the 
day when we have a 
team of between 50- 
60 people (and even 
then they are often 
stretched to our limit). 

We thank God for 
the answers to prayer 
as we share Jesus’ love 
with all the nations, 
faiths and facets of 
our hurting society. 

Some people in the 
street are now saying, ‘Thank you. Prayer 
works’. At our last PC one man became a 
Christian and a woman said she was healed of 
thyroid cancer having received prayer with us 
a couple of months ago. 

About 20-30 of us pray before a PC, and 
God gives us many pictures and words for our 
guests who visit. We have seen people moved 
to tears as we have shared these. It’s God’s 
work, not ours. After the PC we have a 
mopping up session where our teams share 
their experiences, and it is so exciting to hear 
what God has been doing amongst the people 
of Reading. 



encourage them to put past failures behind 
them, marks everything that we read of him in 
the Bible. 

He stood by Paul in those early days of his 
faith; he went with him on his first missionary 
journey; later he disagreed with Paul over the 
question of taking young John Mark with 
them on a second journey because he had 
abandoned them on the first one. He felt the 
young man deserved a second chance to prove 
himself. 

Barnabas believed in the principle of the 
new start, of redemption. He was reluctant to 
write people off because of past attitudes or 
failures. Yes it was risky, but he was right 
about Paul and he was also right about Mark, 
as even Paul later admitted (2 Timothy 4:11). 

The Church needs its Pauls and its Marks, 
but it also needs its Barnabases - the people 
who encourage others to fulfil their calling. 
Happily most churches have at least one; 
lucky churches have several! They are the 
people who understand that we sometimes 
have to take risks, to judge others not on their 
past record but on their God-given potential. 
They tend to take people at their word, which 
means that sometimes they are let down and 
get hurt. But the Sons and Daughters of 
Consolation pick themselves up and refuse to 
turn into sceptics and cynics. Thank God for 
Barnabas and his present-day disciples! 



A sister to Prayer Cafe has been born this 
year - Prayer Stop (PS) which operates 
monthly in the week for three hours. It is a 
much smaller, quieter event inviting people in 
for prayer in individual prayer booths. 

In the first three months of 2008 through 
the ministry of PC and PS we have prayed 
with about 200 people (mostly non-church) 
and have been requested to pray for another 
60+. We are developing the ministry all the 
time, humbly wanting to bring His vision 
into ‘being’ - to bless and heal the people of ( 
Reading: 



COUNSELLING I 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by 
experienced and qualified practitioner. 
Spiritual direction also offered. 

Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 



iPHimbert 

^Auctioneers 

: LIMITED 



FINE ART & ANTIQUE AUCTIONEERS 



TOWCESTER & NORTHAMPTON 

- A family profession for over 1 75 years • 

Downsizing ? Moving Parish ? 

Got something to sell ? 

• Monthly Fine Art, Antiques & Collectables 
Sales (Towcester) 

• Twice Monthly General Sales (Northampton) 

• Regular Specialist Sales (Towcester) 

• Valuation, Probate, House Clearance 

• 8000 sq ft salerooms with parking 

• Fully catalogued & internet integrated sales 

• Local, National & International advertising 

• Collection & Delivery arranged 

• Entries always invited - Monday - Friday 
9am-3pm 

• Entries from our ecliastical customers 
particularly welcome 

• Call us on 01327 359595 

It has never been easier to sell at auction. We take 
care of everything and make sure your items is 
displayed, catalogued, advertised and sold as well 
as possible. As the Midland’s largest Auction 
House, you can be assured you’re in safe hands.’ 

If you have something to sell, call us on 
01327 359595 or 01604 712945 
Come to your local Auction House 
and sell to the world! 

www.jphumbertauctioneers.com 

The Towcester Salesrooms, Burcote Road, 
Towcester NN12 6TF 
Tel: 01327 359595 Fax: 01327 352038 
The Nothampton Salerooms, Freehold Street, 
Northampton NN2 6EW 
Tel: 01604 712945 Fax: 01604 712945 



Canon David Winter is a former Diocesan Adviser on Evangelism, former BBC head of religious affairs, a 
broadcaster and author of many books including Journey to Jerusalem (BRF 2008 ), The Bible Made Clear 
and Espresso Prayers (both Lion Hudson 2008 ) 



THOUGHT 



By David Winter 








